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The Pastoral Ministry

Rev. Michael-Dwight
Pastor
Rev. Anthony Vu
Parochial Vicar

Deacon Benjamin Flores
Deacon Mike Shaffer
Deacons

Rev. Dan Mc Sweeney
Sunday Ministry

Celebration of the Fucharist
Monday-Friday
6:30 am & 8:00 am

Saturday

8:00 am & 5:00 pm Vigil,
Sunday

7:45 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am
12:45 Spanish & 5:00 pm

Adoration Chapel
Monday-Friday
9:00 am - 12:00 midnight

\ 4

Sacrament of
Reconciliation

Saturday 3:30 pm or
by Appointment

Office Hours

Monday - Thursday Feast of The Epiphany

8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Py January 03, 2016

8:00 am - 2:00 pm SN
Saturday & Sunday \ The Year of Mercy
8:30 am - 12:00 Noon N

.\-




THE EMPTY HANDS

The Gospel reading for the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord is always Matthew 2:1-12, which is
part of the “Infancy Narrative” found in Matthew’s Gospel. It relates the story of the three—
although Mt 2:1-12 never explicitly mentions how many—Magi from the East who bring gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the baby Jesus. For this Sunday’s reflection on the feast of the
Epiphany, I would like to borrow some main ideas from Timothy Radcliffe, an English Dominican |
| and a spiritual author to whom I have been greatly indebted. '

In his book Why Go to Church? The Drama of the Eucharist, =
| Fr. Radcliffe mentions, among other parts concerning the
“drama” of the Mass, the part on the preparation of the gifts. We 4 \\_,

know that bread and wine really represent ourselves, the totality
of our being, to be offered to God and shared with one another.
In the overall scheme of things, everything comes from God and
everything will ultimately return to him—in traditional Catholic
terminology this is known as the exitus-reditus schema. Therefore, as we present the gifts of bread
of wine, we should also present our complete selves to the Lord: leaving us empty-handed. This is
what the Magi did. After they have offered their gifts to Jesus, they leave with empty hands; and
thus, are free to receive whatever gifts the Lord may give them. This stands in contrast to Herod,
who, because of his insecurity, sees the child Jesus as a threat to his kingship. Herod’s hands are too
full and have no space to receive the gifts of God.

Timothy Radcliffe then goes on to relate the story of a certain German journalist named Andrea
English, who had been very critical of the late Pope John Paul II. In 1999, he accompanied John
Paul to India as the latter went to visit the home of Mahatma Gandhi. Of course all this was not that
appealing to the journalist. It was not until his conversation with an elderly Indian woman, who had
known Gandhi and had been sent by the Indian government to witness this event, that Andrea Eng-
lish underwent a conversion. She told him the story of Gandhi: that he only had his two empty
hands and his Hindu belief. And yet, the powerful British Empire was unable to crush him. In the
same way, Pope John Paul II did not really have anything either. With just his two empty hands and
his belief in a liberating God, he was able to stand up to the Russians and communism... It was at
this moment that the German journalist experienced a moment of revelation: the power of the empty
hands.

Like the Magi, we also have to come to the altar of the Lord with empty hands. We may come
with hearts/hands too full—full of worries, anxieties, etc. But in the end we cannot be insecure like
Herod, with our hands too full. Eventually we have to trust enough to let go of whatever our hands
have been trying to cling on. The story of the Magi on this feast of the Epiphany reminds us that
nothing belongs to us. I constantly have to remind myself—and it is not easy—that my life and min-
istry do not belong to me. Ultimately everything belongs to God. We came into this world with
empty hands and will leave this world with empty hands: but only with empty hands can we receive
the gifts of God... Happy Epiphany!

Father Anthony Hien Vu




YOUR LIGHT HAS COME! LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD!

For a number of people, the most vexing mystery about the Epiphany is where to put the
camels in the family creche. They just never fit neatly into the space allotted. Perhaps that's
the nature of mystery itself, never fitting into the space we allow for it. When it comes to
the Epiphany, do we actually allot any space at all for the mystery of it?

When it comes to matters that are strange or wondrous, corroboration is a very important
concept. We dearly love to have our perceptions validated, so it is always nice to have
someone corroborate our view or version of events. Not many people are aware that the
Greek word for witness is "martyr." In the way the Greeks viewed the word martyr, witness
had a double edged meaning. In one sense, it meant to literally see and testify to what you
saw. In the other sense, it meant to be used to demonstrate or make a statement about
something. The Magi in the Gospel story of the Epiphany are actually involved as martyrs in
both senses of the word witness. Epiphany, meaning manifestation in Greek, was literally
the intention of the Magi, who were martyrs in the story. St. Matthew used them to demon-
strate to the world that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah. Herod wanted to use them as
witnesses to testify to the identity of the child whom he feared. The Church has used them
as witnesses for twenty centuries to affirm how extraordinary this child was.

The idea of light in both the first reading and the Gospel is used in a metaphoric sense. The
people of the ancient world were quite conversant with the planets and constellations visible
in the night sky. The notion that the Magi (astrologers, seers, philosophers, or whatever)
might have misinterpreted a celestial phenomena is backward projection of skeptics from
our time. Because few of us today are familiar with the stars and planets, we think they
might have possessed the same disinterest in such things as we have. The interesting thing
is that the Magi were the only ones who actually noticed or followed the unusual star.

In the Holy Year of Mercy, it may be fruitful to consider manifesting the light of mercy in a
world filled with hatred and vengeance. Epiphany today may well mean manifesting the
light of mercy to a world filled with darkness. That requires the willingness to martyr our-
selves. Few will corroborate mercy as a successful strategy for dealing with the problems of
the world. "Love your enemies" and "Turn the other cheek" don't seem like powerful re-
sponses to those who hate and hurt us. Mercy is a radical response to the message of the
Gospel. The price of martyrdom has always been high, which is why the Beatitudes are
more necessary than ever. The wisdom of the world encourages us to look for the payoff or
find the easy road. When Jesus says, "Pick up your cross and follow me..." I think he was
inviting us to martyrdom. That doesn't mean we have to die to comply, it means we have to
be willing to walk our talk. That is how we witness in the Holy Year. We enter into the heart
of mercy, because that is the journey we are called to take. Just like the Magi, who didn't
know where they were being led, they just picked up and followed. So, rather than focus on
the literal elements of the story, perhaps we should allow the light to lead us into those
dark corners we would rather avoid. Arise Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord is upon you.

Chuck Andersen
Worship Council
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Cfear of Mersy: “Gntering into the Herrt of Merey!
Thanksgiving, @hristmas and New Qfear at Daint Hngela Weriei

Thanksgiving, Thursday, November 26
9:00 AM Eucharist - We extend our mercy to each other on this Thanksgiving Day!
Sunday, November 29 -First Sunday of Advent-Tree of Remembrance
We ask parishioners to bring Christmas mementos in remembrance of those who are ill, home-
bound, separated from us, are serving our country, and who have died.
A remembrance and blessing will be shared at all Eucharists on Christmas Day.
Giving Tree Begins on the Plaza & Church
Thursday, December 3
Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena Begins - 6:30 PM in the church.
Sunday, December 6
Parish Celebration Observance and Celebration of the Year of Mercy — 9:30 AM Eucharist
Year of Mercy on the Plaza and Hospitality & Fellowship
Monday, December 7
Vigil of the Immaculate Conception — Eucharist @ 5:00 PM
Tuesday, December 8-THE YEAR OF MERCY
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Eucharist at 6:30 and 8:00 AM, 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM in Spanish
Wednesday, December 9 - Feast of San Juan Diego
Friday, December 11
All-Night Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in preparation
for Our Lady of Guadalupe-7:00 PM in the church.
Saturday, December 12-Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Las Mananitas - 5:00 AM.
Eucharist @ 6:30, 8:00, & 7:30 PM (Spanish).
Saturday, December 12 - Vigil and Sunday, December 13 - Third Sunday of Advent
Parish Monthly Year of Mercy Celebration
Latere Sunday — Rejoice!
Year of Mercy-Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
AFTER each Eucharist (Mass) in-between Masses in church.

Tuesday, December 15-Saint Angela Merici Parish School Christmas Performance - 7:00 PM
Wednesday, December 16-Children’s Faith Formation Performance & Posada Begins - 6:00 PM
Sunday, December 20-Fourth Sunday of Advent
Monday, December 21-Sacrament of Reconciliation-Individual Confessions @ 8:30 AM & 6:30 PM
Tuesday, December 22-Sacrament of Reconciliation-Individual Confessions @ 8:30 AM and 6:30 PM
Thursday, December 24-Christmas Eve Night
Christmas Eve Morning @ 8:00 AM
Family Eucharist @ 4PM and Evening Eucharist - 6:30 PM & 8:30 PM
Friday, December 25-Christmas-Merry Christmas!

Eucharist @ 7:45, 9:30, 11:15, 12:45 (Spanish) & 5:00 PM
Saturday December 26 & Sunday December 27-Feast of the Holy Family
Holy Innocents Remembrance-Parish Remembrance of those who have lost a child.
Thursday, December 31-New Year’s Eve
Misa de Gallo-9:00 PM - Fiesta after Eucharist in the Parish Hall.

Friday, January 1-Happy New Year
New Year’s Day is not a Holy Day-Eucharist @ 9:00 AM.

Sunday, January 3-Feast of the Epiphany
Saturday Vigil-5:00 PM / Sunday Eucharist-7:45, 9:30, 11:15 AM, 12:45 (Spanish) & 5:00 PM
Sunday, January 10-Feast of the Baptism of Christ
Saturday Vigil-5:00 PM / Sunday Eucharist-7:45, 9;30, 11:15, 12:45 (Spanish) & 5:00 PM




Open your heart and pantry to your neighbors in need!

Food Drive for the A.C.T. Office

Please bring your filled bags and boxes to Eucharist on

Saturday, January 16™

Sunday, January 17™

Place your gifits at the collection tables in the plaza.
|
B

Cash, checks, and ¢
Cougar grocery store

N
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serip gladly accepted!/ S
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baod dorationsimayaise be il ITEMS NEEDED MOST
brought to the parish Tl R
A C T Off'CC i!:|| ll||ii + Bottled Water + Mixed Veggies
praie: 9 ‘ :|||l ii::': e Pancake Mix  + Spaghetti Sauce
Mon. Wed . Fri I::Il: "'” * Pancake syrup ¢ Macaroni & Cheese
(b il ¢ Canned Chicken s Gatorade/ Powerade
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. ] o Raviol o
\\\\\l.l\ !!!“ * Tuna * Snack Chips Varieties
>/> / l'/:/:/’}" * Spam + Powdered Milk
|,[|I ol e Corn Beef « Can milk
I'he Active Christians Today T U Cs‘ooking oil cBoke mix
o B ions o ! o a 'y L * Sugar ¢ Brownie mix
ministry sincerely tha(?l\f._\ ou for :. :| m“ 2 BRRaE 5. Bt
your generosity! |: l'l ;I'I“ Oatmeal s Flour
! i”ll ¢ Cereal dry « White and brovm rice
|||: S + Odtmeal (1Ib bag or larger)
l:I’ . Packets « Pinto beans
Arother | I: “'-H ¢ Canned Fruits (1Ib bag or larger)
|:|I wetl e Corn + Canned Soups
PA‘K 8' I (MY (L * Peas ¢ Razors
"wll“;!] » Deodorants
Community Service 4

Project




New Altar Server Training 2016

Mark your calendars!
Students in the 5th to 8th grade
are welcome.

The student and a parent are required to
attend the first session. Parents will be dis-
missed after the thirty minute introduction
and review of the program.

The child is also required to attend
3 of the 4 remaining sessions.

Training dates are:

*** REQUIRED ***
Sat. Jan. 23, 2016 10:00 AM-12:00 PM

Sat. Jan. 30, 2016
Sat. Feb. 06, 2016
Sat. Feb. 20, 2016
Sat. Feb. 27, 2016

10:00 AM-12:00 PM
10:00 AM-12:00 PM
10:00 AM-12:00 PM
10:00 AM-12:00 PM

For questions, please contact:
Cynthia Weiner 714/529-8271
Erin Johnnie 714/256-9323

e-mail: stangelaaltarservers@gmail.com

CONFIRMATION

Parent Retreat has been cancelled. There will
not be a SEanish or English Parent Retreat on
January 9"

P.A.L.S. MINISTRY

PRAYER, ADORATION, LEARNING, SHARING
The Women’s Group (P.A.L.S.) of Saint
‘7 Angela Merici invites all women to come
and grow in their relationship with God
q and friendship. Starting January 12", at
9:15 AM we will be starting the DVD se-
ries from Bishop Barron’s Seven Deadly Sins/Seven
Lively Virtues.

In this year of Mercy, come join us in the Sarah room
every Tuesday. Any question please call Darlene on
714/ 928-0421 or Gloria on 714/879-0639.

OPEN HOUSE
January 31st  9:00 AM-1:00' PM

School Tours

(714) 529-6372

SAINT ANGELA MERICI
PARISH SCHOOL 8

e

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS

This year we will be sharing on a few but our main
focus will be faith sharing on the Sunday readings.
Please bring a Bible and writing paper.

Upcoming sessions are:
January 7, 2016 at 7:00-8:30 PM
Topic: DVD-Baptism
Faith Sharing Epiphany of the Lord

January 10, 2016 at 8:00-9:15 AM
January 14, 2016 at 7:00-8:30 PM
Topic: DVD-Confirmation
Faith Sharing Baptism of the Lord

January 17, 2016 at 8:00-9:15 AM
January 21, 2016 at 7:00-8:30 PM
Topic: DVD-Anointing of the Sick
Faith Sharing 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 19, 2016 7:00-9:00 PM (Tuesday)
October Baby-Movie (Rated PG-13)

All are invited! Credit for Confirmation and
First Eucharist parents, and make up class
for Confirmation students
(student must be accompanied
by a parent).

Space is limited so please RSVP if you wish to at-
tend one of the above sessions. Please contact An-
drea Draper 714/529-1821 ext. 136 OR
amd.stangela@gmail.com




Plegase Pray For...

Please pray for those suffering
the effects of terror and war, and
:=» for the safety of our soldiers &
their families.
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Please pray for the Sick of our Parish
including: Bob Murray, Patrick Hanifin,
Martha Ramirez, Lulu Rey, Marilyn Charron,
Robis Garcia, Felipe Zavala, Dan Nino,
Martin & Marion Vertson.

Please also pray for the deceased of our
Parish including: Tom Durkin, Yvonne Siler,
Alexandria Liscewski and Randy Cobb.

INTENTIONS
FOR THE WEEXK

Mon 01/04 6:30am Teresa Valencia

8:00am Graciana & Gregorio T
6:30am Jack & Margarita Denman
8:00am Marvin Overfield

Tue o01/05

Wed 01/06 6:30am Mrs. Rosaleen McKenna t
8:00am Marcel Diano
Thur 01/07 6:30am Diana Woodbury

8:00am Alex Tiquia T

Fri o01/08 6:30am Esther VinLuan Dionisio 1
8:00 am Francisco Torres T
8:00am Diana Woodbury
5:00 pm Mila Pascual t
7:45am  Blanca Ligia Cosme Diaz
9:30 am  Shirley Cooper

11:15 am  Don Kistler

12:45pm  Miguel Zamora
5:00 pm  The People of St. Angela

Sat o01/09

Sun o01/10

SUNDAY STEWARDSHIP
Thank you for your support !

J.S. Paluch has requested the early transmission of
the parish bulletins during the Christmas Season,
therefore the Holiday Stewardship for December
20™, December 27", and January 3™ will be shared
on Sunday, December 10".

Holy Rosarg GrouP

Join us after the 8:00 AM Eucharist, Monday thru
Friday, in church. Help souls, help yourself through
praying the Rosary. Our blessed Mother invites you!

FParish Kegistration Form

Date:
Family Name:

o New Parishioner
o Change of Status Married
o Online Giving D S'a I'e
o Send Envelopes C V\;F‘dge d
o Change of Address o Vidowe
Address:
Ph #:
Cell #:
Head of Household:
DOB : o Catholic
Spouse:
DOB : o Catholic
Children DOB Baptized? Y/N

| would like information on the following
ministries:

You are important to us! Please complete
this form so we may keep in contact with
you. Kindly drop it in the collection basket,
the Parish Center Office, or mail it to 585 S.
Walnut Ave., Brea 92821.

Note: If you are new to the parish; welcome!
If you have changed your address or are
planning to move to another areaq, let us
know by using the form above. Thank you!



29th Evening Adoration:

John Garcia (714)529-1592
Active Christians Today (A.C.T.):
Maria Fulton, Coordinator (714)529-6776 x 142
Yarmniz Garcia (714)529-6776 x 144
Jan Zylla (714)529-6776 x 143
Adoration Ministry:
Dave Engels (714)992-1306
Administrative Assistant/SP-Weddings & Quincefieras:
Ana Rodriguez (714)529-1821 x 110
Adult Faith Formation
Andrea Draper (714)529-1821 x 136
Altar Server Ministry:
Cynthia Weiner (714)529-8271
Erin Johnnie (714)256-9323
Audio & Visual Ministry:
Jason Padilla (714)329-1917
Baptism Preparation:
Andrea Draper - English (714)529-1821 x 136
Jose Lopez - Spanish (562)697-0650
Bereavement Support Group:
Beulah Eckes (714)529-0639 Frank Locaino
Bible Study AM & PM: Ministerio de Hosp
Carolyn Mabie - AM (714)738-8000 Tano Gonzales
Andrea Draper - PM (714)529-1821 x 136 Ministerio Liturgico
Bodas Comunitarias: Maria Figueroa
Deacon Benjamin Flores (714)240-1289 Monaguillos & Grupo
Boy Scouts: ‘Jose & Teresa Macias
Mark Jostin (714)526-7606 Parish Life:
Bread of Angels Ministry (Saturday Hospitality): Sue de Grasse
Phil Vasquez (714)390-1208 Pastoral Council:
Children’s Faith Formation : Nick Pulone
April Carter (714)529-1821 x 132 |
Lety Garcia (714)529-1821 x 168
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
William & Karen Mangold (714)993-2267
Church Sacristan Ministry:
Rebeca Rodriguez (714)256-0638
Franz & Lanny Liem (714)529-1821
Confirmation Faith Formation: Liz Lyles
Kristi Biederman (714)529-1821 x 117 Sagrada Familia:
Consejo de San Pablo - (Spanish Worship) : Jesus Flores
Leticia Garcia (714)529-2337

Coros Unidos: School ( Principal ):

: Nancy Windisch
Rafael Bucia (714)529-1821 Sick, Eld);rly, & Homebound:
Cub Scouts: Bob Lanphar
Jim Remley (714)348-3711 Stewardship:
Cursillo: )
Gene Passafiume
Yolanda McCargar (5662)691-2818 Ushers & Restorative Justice: !

Detention Ministry: )
Jan Urban (714)879-7663 Vire A
Ejercito Azul (Spanish Rosary): 9 grina:

Rebeca Rodrigue
Lola Flores (562)694-5878 Website-Bulle

(714)390-1208

(714)256-0638

Emergency Resource Response Ministry:

George Ullrich (714)267-6132 (714)520-16CE
Empezar de Nuevo B

Vincente Pineda (714)906-3040 e (t7 14)990-2483
Encuentro Matrimonial: Hospitality:

Jaime & Lorena Hernandez (714)519-1688 /
Environment & Facilities Coordinator =

Bonnie Garcia (714)529-1821 x 114

Evangelization
Steve Allevato
ith Formatio
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