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Reflection
I think all of us have had the experience of agreeing to follow
through on a project or commitment and then suddenly discover
that we are facing something almost beyond what we originally perceived. We become overwhelmed at the insurmountable responsibility entrusted to us which suddenly turns to panic when we realize we
almost blew it. To our relief, we find that it is almost by luck or coincidence and certainly not by skill
that we hit the target! This is the exact experience of John the Baptist in today’s Gospel. The story
reveals: ... A man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before me ... but
I did NOT know him ... (John 1). John did not know whether he would recognize Jesus or simply miss
the opportunity, and yet John still plugged ahead even though he was not sure whether he would
ever recognize Jesus.
In today’s technological world we have the know-how to gather all the particulars and details on
just about everything before we even dare commit ourselves to something when we are not sure
of the outcome. Although this is not bad in itself, when it comes to God this is not always the way
things bear themselves out. John the Baptist is the prime example of how God sometimes extends
an invitation to us, but the details are not always revealed, and yet, like John we are asked to
plow ahead. This can be a difficult task. It involves surrendering the control of our lives over to
God. God’s will so often in our lives depends on whether God passes a background check. In other words, we want some assurance. After all who wants to mess up, but this is exactly the point: On
the journey into the heart of God there is always the risk of faith, and the challenge is whether we
are willing to move ahead even when we do not know where it will lead us, what it will ask of us,
and whether we will get it right or not. God often enters our lives not in a predictable and calculated way, but in a fashion we least expect. It then becomes a matter of whether we are willing to
step outside the box: ... God said to me ‘you are my servant (Isaiah 49) ... Paul called to be an
apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God ... (1 Corinthians).
There is profound revelation in not knowing. I believe it addresses the degree of our commitment
and our investment into the “yeses” of our lives and our faith experience. Can we keep trudging
along without really knowing? This may be unacceptable for some of us; however, more often
than not, this is the way God works, is it not? Sometimes we say God can be found in the “details,”
but it is not up to us when those details will bear themselves out or when we will discover them or
when and if they will be revealed. At the conclusion of today’s Gospel John says: ... I did not know
him (John 1). It is in time that God revealed the unfolding of what God was asking of John the
Baptist. It happened little by little, in God’s time: ... the one who sent me to baptize with water told
me, ‘on whomever you see the Spirit come down and remain, he is the one who will baptize with
the Holy Spirit (John 1).
Can we wait for God to determine the right moment to reveal what we need to know in order to
make sense of our lives? It would be a great mistake to think that Isaiah, Paul, and John the Baptist
were aware of all the details, ramifications, and implications of responding to God. That would be
presumptuous. They simply did not have all the facts and they certainly did not have a GPS to tell
them the way to go! They simply kept plugging along, believing, trusting, and knowing that in time
God would reveal and share the details. Our lives are no different. The test of our faith is not in the
knowing, but in our willingness to take on the challenge without knowing every single fine point
about what is being asked of us. God initiates and our sole responsibility is to simply let him be in
control of everything else that happens and to keep on plugging away.
Father Michael-Dwight
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BEYOND THE MATTER OF MERCY
In the world of math and science, which is the prevailing paradigm in the West,
we are locked into an endless cycle of causality, where the actions of today determine all possible future outcomes. Having just celebrated the Jubilee Year of
Mercy, one of the things we may have realized is that mercy disrupts that unyielding yoke of cause and effect. Mercy permits our potential to be vastly more than
our past ought to allow. In the light of mercy, our past is not our potential.
We suggested that mercy is surrendering the right to be right. When mercy is extended to any given situation, space is created within that moment, which allows
hope to enter in and create alternative possibilities to any set of consequences.
Mercy relieves the burden of validating our "rightness" and permits relationships to
survive the lockstep consequences of cause and effect. In actuality, mercy allows us to matter and relationships to matter more than predetermined sets of
prescribed outcomes. This notion is radical to some and upsets many people. In
effect, the Year of Mercy put the exclamation point on our Parish 50th Anniversary
theme of "I Matter."
As we enter into the post-jubilee period, perhaps it would be appropriate to realize that Now Is The
Time for us to be, make, and know the difference we want to see in our world by practicing MERCY, MUTUALITY, and MINDFULNESS. Surrendering the right to be right is MERCY. Realizing that I Matter and You Matter, is the primary basis of MUTUALITY—in other words nobody is irrelevant and everyone is someone we should know and value. MINDFULNESS is based on the First Commandment:
"Thou shalt have no other Gods before me." We have been conditioned to think of graven images
and idolatry with this commandment-but in terms of our predilection to judgment and righteousness, perhaps it could easily refer to our inflated sense of self—mindfulness would then suggest being profoundly aware that we are not God, nor do we speak on behalf of God, however convinced we may be of our own veracity. This is a subtle but important aspect of being spiritually
aware. Now is the time to realize the rich possibilities that are unfolding before us.
One of the things that modern physics has revealed is that the universe is highly relational. One of
the discoveries is a phenomenon known as "entanglement." This is essentially a state where two
subatomic particles come in contact with one another, after which they have a permanent linkage with one another and possibly influence one another forever. That sounds a great deal like a
"relationship." If that is so, then from the Blessed Trinity to the quantum level of the universe, relationship is a fundamental characteristic of existence.
Considering the world we live in, then now is the time to truly understand the importance of relationship in dealing with ourselves, with one another and with God. MERCY, MUTUALITY, and MINDFULNESS may well become the basis for our human and spiritual relationships. As we begin the
scriptural study of the Gospel of St. Matthew, this awareness may become increasingly important
in unlocking an underlying message contained within the pages as they are proclaimed at mass.
We might ask ourselves: What is the relationship message God may be inviting me to explore in this
passage? Perhaps you may wish to put that question off for a while, but it may be more urgent
than we presently realize. As we awake to the possibilities of this new year, we might consider that
NOW IS THE TIME.
Chuck Andersen
Worship Council
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New Altar Server Training 2017
Mark your calendars!
Students in the 5th to 8th grade are welcomed.
The student and a parent are required to attend the first session on Jan. 28th.
Parents will be dismissed after the 30-minute introduction & review of the program.
The student is also required to attend 3 of the 4 remaining sessions.

Training dates are:
*** REQUIRED ***
Sat. Jan. 28,
Sat. Feb. 04,
Sat. Feb. 11,
Sat. Feb. 25,
Sun. Feb. 26,

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
12:00 PM – 2:00 PM
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

For questions, please contact:
Cynthia Weiner 714/529-8271
Erin Johnnie
714/256-9323
e-mail: stangelaaltarservers@gmail.com
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Parish Life
Mass Buddies

PRAYER AND LIFE
WORKSHOPS

Are you visiting for the
first time, thinking of becoming a Catholic or
know someone who
cannot come to mass
because they cannot drive? Are you new
to Saint Angela Merici? Wish you knew
someone to sit next to in the pew and not
feel like a stranger or alone? Maybe you
are new to the Catholic faith and wish you
knew the reason why certain prayers are
said or what the rituals mean or maybe you
are unsure when to stand, sit, or kneel. Mass
Buddies is a ministry that will partner parishioners who attend a particular mass-time
with those who cannot drive and arrange a
“ride-share” to mass or pair you up with a
“buddy” before mass to introduce you to
other parishioners or sit with you at mass to
answer any questions.
CONTACT YOUR
BUDDY: Jeff Draper @ 714/981-5967 if you
can be a buddy to a parishioner or if you
need a buddy! There is also information by
the Baptismal Font.

Would you like to have a more
meaningful prayer life? Do you
want to learn more about prayer
and grow closer to God? Come join a special class that will help you learn how to
pray more deeply. The Prayer and Life
Workshop consists of fifteen (15) weekly sessions. You will learn and practice different
ways to pray and will become more familiar
with the Word of God.
These workshops began in 1984 when a
Capuchin priest realized that many people
have a strong desire for a more meaningful
prayer life, and long for a more intimate
and fulfilling relationship with God.
For more information please contact Robert
Stel l
at
626/488- 0103
or
R oberto.stell.d@gmail.com.

Youth Ministry Events
Youth Ministry would like to
wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year! Join us every Thursday Night at 7
PM!
In January we will begin “New Year, Same
Jesus.”
January 19th: How to keep your faith in this
new year? Come join us on a night led by
your peers!
January 26th: Winter Games. Join us as we
partake in the Winter Olympics!
Any questions feel free to call Liz Serna @
714/332-8169.

Thank you for your
Christmas Stewardship Support
$54,752
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MARIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY WEEKEND
The Parish Center Offices and Ministries will close on Friday, January 13th at 2:00 PM through Monday, January
16th. In observance of the Martin Luther King Holiday. The
Parish Center Office will re-open on Tuesday, January 17th. Eucharist on Monday, January
16th, will be at 8:-00 AM. There will be no 6:30 AM Eucharist.
The Adoration Chapel will be open on Friday, January 13th until midnight and will be
closed on Saturday, January 14th through Monday, January 16th. The Chapel will re-open
on Tuesday, January 17th.

APOLOGETICS
FOR BEGINNERS
Our first session will focus on
Mary, the Mother of God:
Why do Catholics pray to
Mary?
Learn to explain your faith
charitably and share it biblically.
Join us for the first Biblical
Apologetics.
Bring your Bible and a

Make a Plan: EVACUATION
Choose two places for your family to meet.
One should be right outside your home in
case of a sudden emergency, such as a
fire. The other should be outside of your
neighborhood, in case you cannot return
home or are asked to evacuate.
Decide where you would go and what
route you would take to get there. You may
choose to go to a hotel, stay with friends or
family in a safe location, or go to a shelter.
Hold evacuation drills at home. Practice
getting out of the house quickly, and drive
your planned evacuation route. The more
you practice, the more confident you will
be if you really have to evacuate.
Plan ahead for your pets. Due to health
concerns, pets are not allowed in Red Cross
shelters. Keep a phone list of pet-friendly
hotels and animal shelters that are along
your evacuation route in case a designated pet shelter is not available. Contact
your local humane society or animal shelter
to ask if pet emergency shelters will be
opened in a disaster.

friend!
Our first session will be held on Wednesday,
January 25 from 6:30 - 8:00 PM at Saint Angela Merici in the OLG (Our Lady of Guadalupe
Room) in the Plaza. For additional information
contact: Steve Allevato @ 714/746-3677 or
Steveaa333hotmail.com

2016 Tax Statement Request
Online givers can access your own account
by going to stangelachurch.org “Online
Giving”
Parish ID #_____________
Name (Print)_________________________
Address____________________________
___________________________________
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Faith Formation
Confirmation
Cancelled-January 29, 2017 Sponsor meeting for C1 and C2
Confirmation 1 Fall - Class #6-January 18th in Olson Hall at
7:15-8:45 PM
Confirmation 2 - Sunday, Jan. 22nd class 7:00-8:30 PM at your assigned location, Tuesday, Jan. 24th class 7:00-8:30 PM at your assigned location,
Wednesday, Jan. 25th class 7:00-8:30 PM at your assigned location.
Confirmation 2 the next XLT will be March 4th, from 6:30-9:30 PM in Olson Hall. We will also host
a retreat reunion that evening.
Parents if you need another AFF class and your student needs to make up a class; Andrea
Draper will be showing “God’s Not Dead 2” on January 24th, at 6:30-9:00 PM in St. Paul. Both
the parent and the student must attend together. Space is limited and seats are filling up fast.
Please call Andrea to RSVP at 714/529-1821 ext. 136.
If you have any questions please contact Kristi @ 714/332-8117.

Young Adult Faith Formation
Here are some upcoming dates for our Young Adults:
Jan. 15th, in the Youth Room at 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm (Baptism)
Jan. 22nd, in the Youth Room at 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm (Confirmation)
Jan. 29th, in the Youth Room at 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm (Confirmation)
We will be attending 5 PM Mass together after our meeting.
If you are a young adult and would like to receive your sacraments please call Kristi at
714/332-8117.

Adult Faith Formation
AFF Sessions
Faith Sharing - All adults and parents of children preparing for Confirmation or First Eucharist the next sessions are: (credit for session attendance)
Wednesday, January 18, 7:15-8:45 PM
Tuesday, January 24, 6:45-9:00 PM Confirmation parents and students “God’s Not Dead
2” (students credit for make-up class) *Parent MUST attend with student *Seating is limited to 30! RSVP
early!

Wednesday, January 25, 7:15-8:45 PM
Journey of Faith - Adults preparing for Baptism, Eucharist and/or Confirmation the next sessions are: (all adults are welcome to join the conversation!)
Wednesday, January 18, 10:45AM-12:00 PM
Sunday, January 22, 10:45AM-12:00 PM*
Wednesday, January 25, 6:00-7:15 PM*
*Same Presentation

Space is limited so please RSVP with Andrea Draper at 714/529-1821 ext 136 OR
amd.stangela@gmail.com.
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Liturgy and Worship
St. Angela Merici Community extends it’s
prayers and care for the following intentions:

Christ’s Healing Presence
Fr. Eamon O’Gorman will address this theme at
the Healing Service he will celebrate Monday, January 23, at 7:15 PM.

The Sick, Homebound, and those in Skilled Nursing
Facilities:
Felix Macedo, Bud Lang, Mary Adley, Jack Haney,
Albert Martinez, Vidal Barajas, Aaden Pineda,
Frances Hunter, Mayra Kopczynski, J. Richey and
Silvia Alvarez-Loya.
The Deceased of our Community:
Baby Angel Gabriel, Stella Bonsell, Mary Therese
Vann, Robert Butner, Carolyn Catherine Curley, Ana
Selinda Quant, Marcelino Jimenez, Salvador Castro,
Guerrilo Ciencia and Yolanda Delgado.

Fr. O’Gorman was the Pastor of St. Catherine of Sienna in Laguna Beach. He is a source of wisdom
and has a long standing with the Charismatic Prayer
Community. He is presently “retired.”
For more information contact Judy Catania 714/525
-8539.

Our Community Eucharist Intentions for the Week
Monday
8:00 AM
Tuesday
6:30 AM
8:00 AM
Wednesday
6:30 AM
8:00 AM
Thursday
6:30 AM
8:00 AM

Friday
6:30 AM
8:00 AM
Saturday
8:00 AM
5:00 PM
Sunday
7:45 AM
9:30 AM
11:15 AM
12:45 PM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM

01/16
Lucy Hymel (L)
01/17
John Little (D)
Ruth Bannon (D)
01/18
Lou Christian (D)
Lou Tjahjadi (D)
01/19
Joseph Vargas (D)
Lou Tjahjadi (D)

01/20
Ralph Penolio (D)
Yosef Sogiono (D)
01/21
Michael Olita (D)
Mila Pascual (D)
01/22
Estafa & Mauricio Lagos (D)
Nil Sanchez (D)
Marcelina Liwanag (L)
The Community of St Angela
Pat Tjahadi (L)
Lou Tjahadi (D)

If you have Celiac, Gluten Free hosts are available. Please see the Presider prior to Eucharist and he will make arrangements and explain the process so you will have a gluten
-free host served to you at communion.

Connecting with Saint Angela Merici — Welcome!
New? Visiting? Interested?

Are you visiting for the first time? Are you interested in knowing more about the ministries and activities at Saint Angela Merici Parish and Parish School? Please check our Parish and School Website: www.stangelabreachurch.org.

Register!

Are you a Catholic or non-Catholic attending Eucharist at Saint Angela Merici, yet have not registered? Join us!

Why Register?

Saint Angela Merici is a vibrant parish offering many avenues for ministry, connecting with other
parishioners and personal and community spiritual growth opportunities. We would love to get to
know you and inform you of our various activities, groups, and events going on at our parish and
school. Please pick up a Registration Form by the Baptismal Font or go online to register at
www.stangelabreachurch.org. We look forward to connecting with you!
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29th Evening Adoration:
John Garcia
(714)529-1592
Active Christians Today (A.C.T.):
Maria Fulton, Coordinator
(714)529-6776 x 142
Yarmniz Garcia
(714)529-6776 x 144
Jan Zylla
(714)529-6776 x 143
Adoration Ministry:
Dave Engels
(714)992-1306
Administrative Assistant / SP-Weddings & Quinceñeras:
Ana Rodriguez
(714)529-1821 x 110
Adult Faith Formation & RCIA
Andrea Draper
(714)529-1821 x 136
Altar Server Ministry:
Cynthia Weiner
(714)529-8271
Erin Johnnie
(714)256-9323
Audio / Visual Ministry:
Ron Sled
(714)803-1224
Baptism Preparation:
Andrea Draper - English
(714)529-1821 x 136
Jose Lopez - Spanish
(562)697-0650
Bereavement Support Group:
Deacon Mike
(714)309-2933
Bible Study:
Andrea Draper
(714)529-1821 x 136
Bodas Comunitarias:
Deacon Benjamin Flores
(714)240-1289
Boy Scouts :
Christian Lising
(714)906-9276
Bread of Angels Ministry (Saturday Hospitality):
(714)390-1208
Phil Vasquez
Children’s Faith Formation/ High School RCIA:
Leticia Garcia
(7140529-1821 x134
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
(714)993-2267
William & Karen Mangold
Church Sacristan Ministry:
Rebeca Rodriguez
(714)256-0638
Franz & Lanny Liem
(714)529-1821
Carolyn Lamka
(714)441-1278
Gloria Pena
(714)879-0639
Chrissy Spittell
(714)529-8893
Confirmation Faith Formation/ High School RCIA:
Kristi Biederman
(714)529-1821 x 117
Consejo de San Pablo - (Spanish Worship) :
Leticia Garcia
(714)529-2337
Coros Unidos:
Rafael Bucia
(714)529-1821
Cub Scouts:
Greg Marick
(714)317-6060
Detention Ministry:
Jan Urban
(714)423-5802
Ejercito Azul (Spanish Rosary):
Lola Flores
(562)694-5878
Emergency Resource Response Ministry:
George Ullrich
(714)267-6132
Empezar de Nuevo
Carmela Gutierrez
(714)770-7770
Encuentro Matrimonial:
Jaime & Lorena Hernandez
(714)519-1688
Environment:
Irma Gonzales
(714)612-2853
Evangelization / Apologetics
Steve Allevato
(714)746-3677
Facilities - Master Calendar:
(714)529-1821
Finance:
Lisa Connell
(714)529-1821 x 111
Finance Council:
Dennis Dascanio
(714)680-6202
Formación de Fe para Niños:
Leticia Garcia
(714)529-1821 x 134
Girl Scouts:
Amy Hinz
(562)253-8901
Gospel Of Life Council / Ushers:
(714)390-1208
Phil Vasquez
Guerreros de Yahve:
Eloy Cabrera
(562)340-3599
Grupo de Oración:
John Garcia
(714)529-1592

Healing Eucharist / Charismatic Prayer Group:
Jude Catania
(714)525-8539
Eucaristía de Jóvenes
(562)612-5622
Sonia Villanueva
Junior High Faith Formation
Lety Garcia
(714)529-1821 x 147
Knights of Columbus:
Phil Kiefer
(714)315-8882
Las Posadas:
Gloria Wade
(714)529-5513
Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers:
Steve Allevato
(714)746-3677
Marian Rosary / Sacred Heart Hour :
Joan Hosek
(714)983-7560
Marriage Encounter:
John & Maggie Lee
(714)873-5136
Mass Buddies:
Jeff Draper
(714)981-5967
Men’s Group:
John Cushing - Fellowship
(714)213-1953
Frank Locaino - Recon
(714)944-6946
Ministerio de Hospitalidad:
Tano Gonzales
(714)225-3540
Ministerio Liturgico
Maria Figueroa
(714)255-8365
Monaguillos / Grupo Mikael:
Jose & Teresa Macias
(714)255-0928
Parish Life:
Sue de Grasse
(714)529-1821 x 126
Parish Bulletin:
Bulletin.stangela@gmail.com
Parish Website & Parish Apps (714)612-8384
Parish Center Office
(714)529-1821
Pastoral Council:
Nick Pulone
(714)674-0650
Pastoral Care Council:
Bob Lanphar
(714)809-8753
Quinceañeras
Yolanda Orozco
(323)350-4310
Restorative Justice (Detention Ministries):
Jan Urban
(714)879-7663
Sagrada Familia:
(562)753-4659
Jesus Flores
Parish School ( Principal ):
Nancy Windisch
(714)529-6372
Sick, Elderly, & Homebound:
Bob Lanphar
(714)809-8753
Spiritual Direction
Mrs. Ceci Witchey, OP
(714)993-6117
Stewardship / Travel Club
Gene Passafiume
(714)524-2874
Virgen Peregrina:
Rebeca Rodriguez
(714)256-0638
Wedding Coordinators:
Gloria Knapp
(714)990-2483
Welcome, Fellowship & Hospitality:
Peter Toller
(714)528-4305
Women’s Group P.A.L.S.:
Gloria Pena - AM
(714)879-0639
Donna Schafer - PM
(714)990-8414
Worship Council:
Chuck Andersen
(858)539-3531
Worship Ministry:
Chuck Andersen
(858)539-3531
Sue de Grasse
(714)529-1821 x 126
Mike Neis
(714)528-6770
Nancy Peralta
(714)906-0590
Eric LeVan - Accompanist
(714)313-9656
Sydney Alcaraz - Youth
(714)529-1821 x 115
Jenna Cushing - Youth
(714)529-1821 x 115
Young Adults RCIA - Spanish:
Hans Inocente
(714)323-5603
Youth, Young Adult, Jr. Hgh & S.A.M. School:
Danny Serna
(714)529-1821 x 115
Liz Serna
(714)529-1821 x 169

LASER-COM COVER SHEET
CHURCH: ST. ANGELA MERICI PARISH
BULLETIN #: 513914
PHONE #: (714) 529-1821
MODEM #: (714) 529-0569
REQUESTS & COMMENTS:
ATTENTION:
For any concerned issue please call Ross at 949-9226450 or email: bulletin.stangela@gmail.com.
Thank you.

