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Celebration of the Eucharist  

Monday-Friday 
6:30 am & 8:00 am  

Saturday 
8:00 am & 5:00 pm Vigil,  

Sunday  
7:45 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am 
12:45 Spanish & 5:00 pm 

 
Adoration Chapel  
Monday-Friday 

9:00 am - 12:00 midnight 

  
 Sacrament of   
Reconci l iat ion  

 

Saturday 3:30 pm or 
by Appointment 

 
Office Hours  

 Monday - Thursday 
8:00 am - 2:00 pm 
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
  Friday 
8:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 
8:30 am - 12:00 Noon 

Trinity Sunday  

 

May 22, 2016  

Year of Mercy  



 
The Holy Trinity 

 
 The doctrine of the Most Holy Trinity is 
the greatest mystery of the Christian faith. It 
is the mystery of the one God in three Per-
sons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Attempts 
have been made over the centuries to shed 
light on this, but it will forever remain a 
mystery. This brings us back to the basic 
point of all Christian theology: whatever we 
speak of God, no matter how well spoken 
and articulated, will always fall short of the 
ultimate mystery of God. We realize that we 
can only speak of God in human language 
because we do not have access to Godôs 
language: medieval people called this con-
cept ñanalogicalò languageðthat we can 
only talk about God analogically. And yet, 
human language, as limited and defective 
as it is, is the only language that we have 
when speaking about God, or just about 
anything. While we can never speak ade-
quately about God, it does not mean that 
we cannot speak of God intelligibly, or that 
we cannot know God or have a relationship 
with him. On this Feast of the Holy Trinity, I 
would like to examine the ñrelationalò as-
pect of the one Godhead: the relation of 
God to all creatures. 
 
 Catholics differ from Protestants a great 
deal when it comes to the question of the 
relationship between God and his crea-
tures. The traditional Protestant approach is 
characterized by a strong emphasis on 
Godôs total and absolute ñotherness.ò The 

famous Swiss Protestant theologian Karl Barth (d. 1968) would speak of the ñinfinite qualitative distinctionò be-
tween God and humanity, so much so that God can only be made known paradoxically as the deus absconditus 
(the hidden God). That is to say: God is the totally/wholly ñother.ò There is an infinite gap between God and the 
created realm. In this sense, it is understandable that Protestants in general do not honor the Blessed Mother 
and the saints as Catholics doðalthough a few Protestants do actually have devotions to Mary.   
 
 How about the Catholic approach to the same question? We acknowledge much merit in the classical 
Protestant position. That infinite qualitative distinction still holds. And so, as much as we hold the saints in high 
regard, we still have to remember that they are mere creatures. However, Catholics also look at things different-
ly. We say that the beauty of God can be reflected in the beauty of creation. From the book of Genesis, we learn 
that God created everything and God saw how ñgoodò it was. Most importantly, God created humanity in his own 
ñimage and likeness.ò Even though that image has been marred by sin, it was never completely destroyed. 
Somehow that image of God can still be found in humanity. Therefore, one can see that there is a close connec-
tion between God and his creaturesðdespite whatever infinite gap there may be. For Catholics, creation does 
not lead us away from, but toward, God. And that is why our veneration of the Blessed Mother and the saints, 
along with our use of sacramentals such as holy water and images and statues, do not constitute idolatry. Ra-
ther, all these are means by which we can feel more connected to the Creator through what he has created.  
 
 On this Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, we reflect on our humanityôs goodness and dignity. The Responso-
rial Psalm for todayôs Mass, Psalm 8, reminds us that God made us just a ñlittle less than the angelsò despite our 
unworthiness. We are also reminded of our own need to thirst and to long for God. This longing can be ex-
pressed most beautifully by St. Augustine in his autobiography The Confessions: ñOh God you have made us for 
yourself and our heart is restless until it rests in you.ò   



 

Pentecost Confirmation for Young Adults and Adults  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 


