4*

y

“’cfﬁ U @Jﬁ%@?’f%"@/ Z A‘(L %wx;

- CathOIIC Church 585 S. Walnut Ave. Brea Ca 92821-5325
“@3@& o O Tel. 714/529-1821 Fax 714-529-0569
¥ 2 L8 I,K- f’(.’“'{ .

Pm‘:sh WWW. strmgel'uf:reuchun.h (4 School: www.stangelabrea. 0rg )

USSR LT TSV ST R

Saint Angela Merici A Stewardshlp Parish

The Pastoral Ministry

Rev. Michael-Dwight
Pastor
Rev. Loc Tran
Parochial Vicar

Deacon Benjamin Flores
Deacon Mike Shaffer
Deacons

Rev. Dan Mc Sweeney
Sunday Ministry

Celebration of the Eucharist
Monday-Friday
6:30 am & 8:00 am

Saturday

8:00 am & 5:00 pm Vigil,
Sunday

7:45 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am
12:45 Spanish & 5:00 pm

Adoration Chapel
Monday-Saturday
9:00 am - 12:00 midnight

L4

Sacrament of
Reconciliation

Saturday 3:30 pm or
by Appointment

Office Hours

Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 2:00 pm
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm :
Friday \ CHRISTMAS

8:00 -2:00 1
Saturday & Sunday N MERRY CHRISTMAS!

8:30 am - 12:00 Noon
AN\, DECEMBER 25, 2016
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Reflection

1| God enters our lives so we can enter into the life of God. What a wonderful ex-
' change! On this day we recognize the breaking through of hope into every hu-
< man heart, exactly the way we are with all that is good in us and what is yet to
' be. On this day, God makes no distinction; he comes and finds his way into the
. poverty and the loneliness in our lives. Shepherds watching their flock by night
- came at an angel’s beckoning, and became God'’s first house guests, so we
would know that even in those moments when we feel no one recognizes us,
God sends these first visitors over and over again in our lives in the guise of shepherds tending us as
the sheep of his flock. In the crib a baby lays, no different from so many other infants. Whether we
reminisce with fond memories of our own childhood or if we are a “forgotten child,” we can see
how on this day God turns our world upside down, and we discover to our amazement that God
comes to us as a helpless and dependent child. We wait for someone we can rely upon, to frust,
fo believe in, to be there for us, and we end up with a God who reveals how much he depends
on us. He needed a mother to suckle him. He needed a father to watch over him. He needed a
roof over his head and arms to rock him to sleep. He needed love and tenderness. What a surprise
and unexpected turn of events to discover that the God who fills our poverty and our aloneness,
recognizes and remembers us when we feel we are forgotten, and breaks into our lives as the one
who is born not as a “mighty warrior,” but a little child needing us. Truly, our God is a God of surpris-
es! Our faith is in the one who actually enters intfo our human experience and becomes depend-
ent on us and it is in this turn-about and topsy-turvy understanding of God that he fulfills and satis-
fies our deepest hopes.

It is precisely because God comes to us weak and defenseless in such a humble and very human
circumstance that we are sustained in the midst of life’'s challenges, difficulties, hardships, and
heartbreaks. Our God is one who makes sure we know that he identifies with what is most hu-
man ... comforting his people (Isaiah 52) and whose ... light shines in the darkness (John 1) be-
cause he himself was born in the coldness and the shadows of life. We are the ... people who
once walked in darkness (Isaiah 52) ... but foday have seen a great light ... and upon those who
dwell in the land of gloom a light has shown (Isaiah 9) because our God has traveled through the
night of a very hard journey to a place * ... where the star came to rest (Matthew 2). God infuses
himself into our human experience and has ... broken the yoke that burdens us and has smashed
the rod of the taskmaster (Isaiah 9). Christmas is that very simple reminder that God offers us the
very best: God's own self, and it is in this very unorthodox way of coming into our lives that God
helps us to do the impossible in situations and places where we are tempted to give up or feel we
have lost our way. He rekindles the warmth in those places in our hearts where we have grown
cold, and he brings hope where we have become disillusioned and cynical, and invites us to be-
lieve once again when our doubt gets the best of us. We are reminded on this day, that the world
has never been the same since that moment when God entered info our lived experience, not
with any fanfare, but humbly, quietly, and without pretense, God comes to us as a little baby, so
we will know the depth and the desire of God to be one with us: ... see the Lord proclaims to the
ends of the earth ... your savior comes ... for a child is born to us, a son is given us ... they name him
Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father Forever, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9).

Merry Christmas!
Father Michael-Dwight



Tree of Remembrance Blessing

During Advent and throughout the Month of

December, we have been asked to bring an

heirloom or memento-ornament in memory of
someone who has died, is ill, suffering, or for
someone special we hold in our hearts, or
those separated from us by distance or be-
cause of estrangement and to place a me-
mento on our Tree of Remembrance, while
saying the special prayer of Dedication.

What we see before us are the memories,
prayers, and those we hold dear to our hearts.
The tree is us. It is an expression of the some-
times inexpressible word that only a memento,
an ornament or a written message can say.

On this Christmas, we recall those who are rep-
resented on this tree. Let us take a moment in
silence, and bring them into our minds and
hearts, entrusting them to our Faith Community g
and to God who is herel! »

God of the Forest, Maker of Trees:
We honor you as we dedicate this tree filled with our memories, prayers, hopes, and
love.

Each ornament, memento, written note and card, represents someone who we have
loved and has died. Each branch holds those who are sick, ill, or are suffering in some
way, and the greenery represents those relationships which have been healed or are
yet to be restored by your loving heart.

Green as life are the needles of this tree, open and inviting are its outstretched branch-
es, and sfrong as love is its frunk, for it holds those whose lives and love we have shared.
May the spirit of Christmas ride in its branches, reminding us that God is here in this mo-
ment, and it is he who has brought to our memories those we hold dear not only,in, thi
but in all the seasons of our lives. With great reverence we dedicate thi.
are, and entrust the lives that are represented to the one who is born
ist, Enmanuel, God who is with us forever and ever. Amen!




Santa Clause at the Manger

Once upon a time, not very long ago, two women shoppers were
talking obviously very concerned. Buying Christmas gifts for family
and friends is one thing and | am glad fo do it, but I'm afraid San-
ta Clause is taking over. He is causing many people to forget the
real significance of Christmas. | agree!l One of the women ex-
claimed. After all it is Jesus' birthday!”

Now Santa overhears a lot when he is out making his list of who's
been naughty or nice, and much of what he hears goes in one
ear and out the other, but this Christmas he could not stop think-
ing about what the women had said. Even while helping the elves load his sleigh on Christmas
Eve those awful words rang in his ears. Could they possibly be righte

As he went house to house delivering toys, Santa could not stop worrying. Some people do for-
get Jesus on Christmas. Could it be his faulte Santa’s last stop as usual was at a church that had
a life-size Nativity Scene. Every year Santa loved to be the first person to wish Jesus Happy Birth-
day and he always brought a special present for the Christ Child, but this year his footsteps
were slow and his feet refused to carry him forward to the crib. He hid his present under the
pew. A tear rolled down his cheek. Santa thought out loud: What's wrong?e Giving presents was
always such a joy before. He sat back and closed his eyes, when suddenly he heard a voice
calling, Santa! Saint Nicholas! Cheer up! It is not your fault that some people forget the signifi-
cance of this day. Santa could hardly believe his ears. God was actually talking to him and his
voice was warm and loving, and he did not sound angry! God then said, Jesus and | want fo
thank you for helping spread the news about Christmas. Every year you help millions of people
show how much they love one another on Jesus' special day. Thank you, God, Santa whis-
pered. He felt better.

The next year Santa worked even harder to fill hearts with love and joy so they can get ready
for Christmas morning. Santa would have to hurry if he wanted to be the first person to wish Je-
sus Happy Birthday. He ran up the aisle, took off his hat, and knelt before the infant Jesus. He
reverently placed his wrapped package next to the manger. Happy Birthday, Jesus! Santa whis-
pered and thank God for making a special place for me in his plan. He smiled at the figure of
the tiny infant.

Now no one who comes to church on Christmas and sees Santa kneeling there thinks it is
strange at all. They can see that it is the perfect place for Santa Clause to be on Christmas.
Even to this day, some people insist that the Baby in the manger is smiling back at Santa.
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Now Is The Time!
Christmas at Saint Angela Merici

aturday, December 24:

hristmas Eve Vigil - Family Christmas Eucharist @ 4:00 PM
nd Eucharist @ 6:30 PM & 8:30 PM.

‘;, Ritual Blessing of our Tree of Remembrance.
e
-

Sunday, December 25:

hristrnas Eucharist at 7:45, 9:30 & 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM in
panish & 5:00 PM Christmas Evening.

itual Blessing of our Tree of Remembrance.

Saturday, December 31-New Year's Eve:
Eucharist @ 8:00 AM & 5:00 PM Vigil

isa de Gallo @ 2:00 PM & Hospitality in the Olson Hall

unday, January 1-New Year’'s Day -
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God:

Eucharist at 7:45, 9:30, 11:15, 12:45 (Spanish) & 5:00 PM
unday, January 8-Feast of the Epiphany

emembrance of the Holy Innocents
ifual Rite for those who have lost a child

Monday, January 9-Feast of the Baptism of Christ




SAINT NICHOLAS
WONDER WORKER
OF MYRA

Little is known about the life of Saint
Nicholas, but for 1700 years the generos-
ity and kindness of this good bishop
from Asia Minor has been kept alive through countless
stories and legends, as well as plays, hymns, processions
and parades, icons, shrines and festivals. Although he is
the patron saint of several countries, including Greece
and Russia, as well as the patron of pawnbrokers, sail-
ors, merchants and women who wish fo marry, he is
especially remembered as the patron of children, most
of the world knows him today as Santa Clause.

Children delight in the traditional custom of putting
their shoes outside the bedroom door on the eve of his
feast, and on awakening find the shoes filled with nuts,
fruits, coins and cookies presents from the saint. Keep-
ing this custom in Advent gives parents a wonderful op-
portunity to talk with children about Santa Clause that
he was a real person who lived many years ago and
that he was a very holy man who especially loved chil-
dren.

Mass Buddies

Mass Buddies is a ministry that
will partner parishioners who
attend a particular mass-times with those who cannot
drive. This is particularly important during the Christmas
Holidays! Please be a Mass-Buddy and offer a ride to
someone who would like to altend mass during the
Christmas Holidays but cannot drive. CONTACT YOUR
BUDDY ...Jeff Draper @ 714/981-5967 if you can be a
buddy to a parishioner or if you need a buddy! There is
also information by the Baptismal Font.

Misa de Gallo

El 31 de Diciembre 8 a 9 PM Adoracién al Santisimo
9 a 10 PM Misa de Gallo.

El Grupo de Oracién le invita a despedir el afo con
Alabanza, Oracion y Accién degracias. Despedire-
mos el ano dando gracias a Dios por un ano mas
de vida y bendiciones. Después de Misa pasaremos
al salén parroquial para celebrar el Ao Nuevo con
comida y musica al estilo del Grupo Rival Musical.
Todos estdn invitados The Spanish Prayer group Gru-
po de Oracién invites you to praise, prayer and
thanksgiving at 8:00-9:00 PM for Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and at 9:00 PM Eucharist in Spa-
nish, followed by hospitality and music in Olson Hall.
Everyone is invited!

Parish Life

¥* /
The Parish Center Offices and s iy

Ministries  will close at 12:00
Noon on Friday, December
239 through December 26t.
The offices will re-open on
Tuesday, December 271, The Adoration Chapel
will be open on Friday, December 23r@ until mid-
night and closed from Saturday, December 24t
through Monday, December 26™M. The Chapel
will re-open on Tuesday, December 27t In the
event of a medical emergency requiring a
priest for the Anointing of the Sick, please call
the Parish Center Office at 714-529-1821 EXT
112. Father Michael will respond to your call. On
behalf of the Priests, Deacons, the Parish Staff,
and those who serve in Ministry, we wish you a
blessed and Merry Christmas!

CHRISTMAS!

Feast of the Epiphany
Ritual Remembrance of Those
Who Have Lost a Child

This year, the Feast of the Holy Innocents is celebrat-
ed on Wednesday, December 28th and the Feast of
the Holy Family is celebrated on Friday, December
30t It has been the fradition at Saint Angela to re-
member those individuals and families who have lost
a child at one of these two feast days. Since the
Feasts of the Holy Innocents and the Holy Family oc-
cur on a weekday, we will recall the Feast of the Holy
Innocents on the Feast of the Epiphany, January 8t
at all the Eucharists. We will once again honor the
memory of those individuals and families that have
experienced the loss of a child. Small vigil candles will
be placed near the Baptismal Font. Following the
homily, individuals and families who have experi-
enced the loss of a child, will be invited to ritually
place a candle by the infant Jesus in the Créche, as
we recall, pray, and entrust tfo God what is some-
fimes very hard to express in words. May God heal
any family memories we have experienced through
the loss of a child. This Christmas Season, no child,
whether they have died or are no longer with us is
ever forgotten.



Faith Formation

Confirmation

Confirmation 1 Fall - Class #6-January 18th in Olson Hall at 7:15-8:45
PM

Confirmation 2 - Sunday, Jan. 8th class 7:00-8:30 PM at your as-
signed location, Tuesday, Jan. 10th class 7:00-8:30 PM at your as-
signed location, Wednesday, Jan. 11th class 7:00-8:30 PM at your assigned location.
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Yearl!

If you have any questions please contact Kristi @ 714/332-8117.

Young Adult Faith Formation
Jan. 8, in the Youth Room at 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm (First Communion)
We will be attending 5 pm Mass together after our meeting.
If you are a young adult and would like to receive your sacraments please call Kristi at 714/332-8117.

Youth Ministry Events
Youth Ministry would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Join us every
Thursday Night at 7 PM!
December 29%: Our next Youth Social: Fa La La Land. Join us for games, activities, and music! Make
sure to wear your Ugly Holiday Sweaters!
In January we will begin New Year, Same Jesus:
January 5% New Year, Same Jesus - Bringing in the New Year and grow in your faith
January 8h: Join us at 5 PM as we celebrate the New Year with the parish.
January 12th: How to shine in the New Year? Join us as we bring in a special guest!
January 19th: How to keep your faith in this new yeare Come join us on a night led by your peers!
January 26th: Winter Games. Join us as we partake in the Winter Olympics!
Any questions feel free to call Liz Serna @ 714/332-8169

Adult Faith Formation

AFF Sessions

Faith Sharing - All adults and parents of children preparing for Confirmation or First Eucharist the next
sessions are: (credit for session attendance)

Wednesday, January 11, 7:15-8:45 PM

Wednesday, January 18, 7:15-8:45 PM

Coming! Tuesday, January 24, 6:45-9:00 PM Confirmation parents and students “God’s Not Dead
2” (students credit for make-up class)*Parent MUST attend with student*

Journey of Faith - Adults preparing for Baptism, Eucharist and/or Confirmation the next sessions are: (all
adults are welcome to join the conversation!)

Sunday, January 8, 10:45 AM-12:00 PM*

Wednesday, January 11, :00-7:15 PM*

Sunday, January 15, 10:45AM-12:00 PM**

Wednesday, January 18, 10:45AM-12:00 PM**

*Same presentation

**Same presentation

Space is limited so please RSVP with Andrea Draper at 714/529-1821 ext 136 OR
amd.stangela@gmail.com.
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4 Li’rurgx and WorshiE

St. Angela Merici Community extends it's prayers and care for the following in-
tentions:

The Sick, Homebound, and those in Skilled Nursing Facilities:

Vidal Barajas, Aaden Pineda, Baby Angel-Gabriel, Rafael Rodriguez, Bob Butner,

Frances Hunter, Mayra Kopczynski, J. Richey, Pat Hanifin, Sabine Daube, Josephine Poole
and Silvia Alvarez-Loya.

The Deceased of our Community:

Scott Elliot Lystad, Teresa Bonaventura, Lou Kersten, Maria Ruiz, Lou Tjahjaki, Maria Ruiz,
Mary Jane Hanifin, Luella Markwort, Anthony Vasquez and Annie Lynch.

Our Community Eucharist Intentions for the Week

Monday 12/26 Friday 12/30

6:30 AM Rita Rucker (D) 6:30 AM Rita Rucker (D)

8:00 AM Elliot Mora (D) 8:00 AM Ely & Cely Aragon (L)
Tuesday 12/27 Saturday  12/31

6:30 AM Rita Rucker (D) 8:00 AM Hilario & Melecia Dumagan (D)
8:00 AM Mi Sun Kim (Clara) (D) 8:00 AM Ralph Madhosingh (D)
Wednesday 12/28 9:00 PM Misa de Gallo

6:30 AM Rita Rucker (D) Sunday 01/01

8:00 AM Raul Ramos (D) 7:45 AM Kathy Finch (L)
Thursday 12/29 92:30 AM Mary O'Donnell (D)
6:30 AM Rita Rucker (D) 11:15 AM  Mrs. Mary Gordon (D)
8:00 AM Hugh Berry (D) 12:45PM  Angelica Rodriguez (L)

5:00 PM The Community of St. Angela

If you have Celiac, Gluten Free hosts are available. Please see the Presider prior to Eu-
charist and he will make arrangements and explain the process so you will have a gluten
-free host served to you at communion.

Connecting with Saint Angela Merici — Welcome!

New? Visiting? Interested?
Are you visiting for the first fime? Are you interested in knowing more about the ministries and activities
at Saint Angela Merici Parish and Parish School2 Please check our Parish and School Website:
www.stangelabreachurch.org.

Register!

Are you a Catholic or non-Catholic attending Eucharist at Saint Angela Merici, yet have not registered?
Join us!

Why Register?

Saint Angela Merici is a vibrant parish offering many avenues for ministry, connecting with other parish-
joners and personal and community spiritual growth opportunities. We would love to get to know you
and inform you of our various activities, groups, and events going on at our parish and school. Please
pick up a Registration Form by the Baptismal Font or go online to register at
www.stangelabreachurch.org. We look forward to connecting with you!



29th Evening Adoration:
John Garcia

Active Christians Today (A.C.T.):
Maria Fulton, Coordinator
Yarmniz Garcia

(714)529-1592

Jan Zylla (714)529-6776 x 143
Adoration Ministry:
Dave Engels (714)992-1306

Administrative Assistant / SP-Weddings & Quinceferas:
(714)529-1821 x 110

Ana Rodriguez

Adult Faith Formation & RCIA
Andrea Draper

Altar Server Ministry:

Cynthia Weiner (714)529-8271

Erin Johnnie (714)256-9323
Audio / Visual Ministry:

Ron Sled (714)803-1224

Baptism Preparation:
Andrea Draper - English
Jose Lopez - Spanish
Bereavement Support Group:
Deacon Mike
Bible Study:
Andrea Draper
Bodas Comunitarias:
Deacon Benjamin Flores
Boy Scouts :
Christian Lising (714)906-9276
Bread of Angels Ministry (Saturday Hospitality):
Phil Vasquez (714)390-1208
Children’s Faith Formation:
Leticia Garcia
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
William & Karen Mangold
Church Sacristan Ministry:
Rebeca Rodriguez
Franz & Lanny Liem
Carolyn Lamka
Gloria Pena
Chrissy Spittell
Confirmation Faith Formation:
Kristi Biederman (714)529-1821
Consejo de San Pablo - (Spanish Worship) :
Leticia Garcia (714)529-2337
Coros Unidos:

(562)697-0650
(714)309-2933

(714)240-1289

(7140529-1821
(714)993-2267

(714)256-0638
(714)529-1821
(714)441-1278
(714)879-0639
(714)529-8893

Rafael Bucia (714)529-1821
Cub Scouts:

Greg Marick (714)317-6060
Detention Ministry:

Jan Urban (714)423-5802
Ejercito Azul (Spanish Rosary):

Lola Flores (562)694-5878

Emergency Resource Response Ministry:
George Ullrich (714)267-6132
Empezar de Nuevo
Carmela Gutierrez
Encuentro Matrimonial:
Jaime & Lorena Hernandez
Evangelization / Apologetics
Steve Allevato
Facilities - Master Calendar:
Finance:
I Lisa Connell

Finance Coun

(714)770-7770
(714)519-1688

(714)529-1821

(714)529-6776 x 142
(714)529-6776 x 144

(714)529-1821 x 136

(714)529-1821 x 136

(714)746-3677

(714)529-1821 x 136

x134

x 117

P

Men’s Group:
John Cushing
Frank Locaino

Ministerio de Hosp!
Tano Gonzales

Ministerio Liturgico
Maria Figueroa

Monaguillos / Grupo
Jose & Teresa Macias

Parish Life:

Quinceaferas
Yolanda Orozco

Restorative Justice (Detention Ministrie
Jan Urban

Sagrada Familia:
Jesus Flores

School ( Principal ):
Nancy Windisch

Sick, Elderly, & Homebound:
Bob Lanphar

Spiritual Directi

(714)809-8753

(714)993-6117

(714)524-2874

 (714)256-0638




