
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

For the past few weeks in the bulletin letter we have been sharing various aspects of our 
future “Christ Cathedral” that will be situated at the former Crystal Cathedral campus in Garden 
Grove. We  completed this series with some concluding questions and answers: 

How did our future “Christ Cathedral” get its name? The future name for our new Cathedral 
emerged out of a wonderful process that began with Bishop Tod Brown asking the people of the 
Diocese to submit to him what name would be appropriate for the new Cathedral.  Over 3000 
responses were received.  The decision was announced at the conclusion of the ordination to the 
priesthood ceremony this past June.  Both the simplicity and clarity of this title conveys the fact 
that Christ is indeed the “cornerstone” of the Church.  Additionally, in light of the fact that this will 
be an historic transformation of  a Protestant Church into a Catholic Cathedral, there is an ecu-
menical dimension to this title.  While we sadly acknowledge the divisions in the Christian Church, 
the Second Vatican Council focused on the commonality of baptismal dignity that all Christians 
share, since all Christians are made new in Christ through the life giving waters of this Sacrament. 
While Christ Cathedral will indeed be the mother Church of our Diocese, its doors will be open 
in hospitality to all who come to experience the presence of a God who calls all tWeo share in 
His life and love. 

How are we going to pay for our new Cathedral and campus? While the diocese purchased the 
Garden Grove Crystal Cathedral campus for $ 57,000,000 a large percentage of this money was 
borrowed in order to acquire the campus.  Repayment as well as costs associated with preparing 
the site as well as renovating the Cathedral will come from various sources.  The diocese intends 
to sell the present central administrative offices, Marywood, that is located in Orange.  Proceeds 
from the sale of this property and buildings will help to defray the costs associated with the move 
to the new campus.  However, the major portion of the funds will come from a Diocesan Capital 
Campaign that will commence in January 2013.   This will be the first time that our diocese em-
barks on a diocesan wide capital campaign.  This will be different from the yearly Pastoral Ser-
vices Appeal Campaign.  The goal of the upcoming Diocesan Capital Campaign will be be-
tween $ 80,000,000 to $ 100,000,000.  While a certain portion of these monies will be earmarked for 
our new Cathedral complex, monies from the campaign will also be used to support Catholic 
Schools, Retired Priests as well as Catholic Charities here in the Diocese.  How will the Campaign 
work?  Aside from donations that lead donors might give to the campaign, each parish will be 
asked to raise one year of ordinary income that can be pledged over a four to five year period of 
time.  For Saint Angela Merici that amount will be $1,201,891.00. For every dollar raised in this cam-
paign at the parish level, 25% will return to the parish for its own needs.  Any monies received over 
and beyond our goal, 50% will be returned to the parish for its own needs!  Working with our Parish 
Finance Council as well as with Guidance in Giving the professional development firm that the 
Diocesan has retained to assist in this important campaign, a parish committee will assist me in 
orchestrating this historic campaign here in the parish beginning in January of 2013.  There will be 
no Pastoral Services Appeal Campaign in 2013. Monies earmarked for the 2013 PSA will be rolled 
into the Capital Campaign goal. 

My friends, as a local Church, we poised to enter a new, exciting and challenging chapter for our 
Diocese.  As we prepare to transform a site that already is known throughout the world for its strik-
ing contemporary beauty into Cathedral for the 21st century.  May God who has begun this good 
work in us, bring it to completion. 


