January 3, 2021
Epiphany
Before Jesus was born,
the prophet Micah wrote that Bethlehem would be
an important place (Micah 5:1).
Draw a line through the first word and then every
other word after that.
The words that are left will tell you part of what
was written about this famous town!

Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts.
Matthew 2:11

LA BEFANA
The Italian Christmastime legend of La Befana traces its origins back to the thirteenth
century. The name is derived from Epifania, the Italian word for Epiphany. La Befana is an
old lady with a red nose, a slightly hunched back, and colorful clothes. She is often pictured
with a broom.
According to the story, the magi stopped at Befana’s house on
their way to search for the Christ child and asked her to join them
on the journey. She told them she had too much housework
to do and could not go with them. Later she changed her
mind. She went looking for the magi and the baby Jesus
by herself but sadly could not find them. So every year she
travels from house to house searching for the Christ child.
She sees Christ in everyone she meets along the way, so
she leaves gifts everywhere she goes.
The legend of La Befana teaches us a good lesson.
Just like the magi, whose feast we celebrate today,
and La Befana, we must continue to search for
and recognize Jesus in everyone we meet. We
must share our gifts with
them generously. There are
no excuses—no housework
or play time or any other
task is more important
than seeing Jesus in others
and bringing Jesus’ love to
others. We can’t miss our
chance to spread the
good news to all the
world that Jesus
Christ is born!

In his letter to the Ephesians (Ephesians 3:2–3a, 5–6),
Paul brings good news: Jesus didn’t come to save
only certain people; he came to save everyone!
In the top row are faces of children of different races.
Inside the border below, search up, down, and across
to find their faces in the same order
that you see in the top row.
Circle them as a group when you find them.

GIA Publications, Inc. • 800.442.1358 • Year B • Epiphany • 01-03-21
Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

January 10, 2021
Baptism of the Lord

John baptized Jesus!
What an honor that must have been!
Afterwards the heavens opened and
the Holy Spirit came down in a special form.
To find what that was, follow the directions.

Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized in the Jordan by John.
Mark 1:9

BELOVED CHILD OF GOD
After being baptized by John the Baptist, Jesus stepped out of the Jordan River. Immediately the
Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, descended on Jesus and a voice from the heavens was heard
saying, “You are my beloved Son” (Mark 1:11). The people who witnessed this realized that Jesus
was someone very special.
When you were baptized, the people around you witnessed several symbols, or signs, that let
them know you were also specially chosen to be a “beloved child of God.”
• The sign of the cross the priest and your family made on your forehead signaled that you were
chosen by God and marked with the sign of Jesus.
• The holy oils of catechumens and chrism with which you were anointed was a sign of your
strength and your dignity.
• The holy water poured over you was the most visible sign. We cannot live without water. The
waters of baptism created new life in you as a child of God, cleansing you and making you like
Christ.
• The baptismal candle lit from the great paschal candle was the sign that you have the light of
Christ within you and must carry that light to those in the world who need it.
• The white garment you wore or received was a sign that you are a new person in Christ. You
“put on Christ” (Romans 13:14) and will live and act as Christ did.
Label each one of these baptismal symbols. Talk with your family about the memories they have
of your baptism. Do they have any photos of that wonderful day?

_________________

_________________ __________________ ________________

_________________

God sent Jesus to set us free from our sins.
Like prisoners being released from jail,
we are joyful and grateful!
Keep this in mind as you lead the people out of
the dungeon and up to freedom!
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January 17, 2021
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Young Samuel heard a voice call for him three times!
The words below are written backwards.
Write them correctly to find out what
Eli told Samuel to say if he was called again.
You can read the story in your Bible at 1 Samuel 3:3–10.

“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”
1 Samuel 3:9

BEAR MUCH FRUIT

Tomorrow the Church all over the world begins our Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January
18–25). This year’s theme is “Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit” (see John 15:5–9).
Jesus said this to his disciples at the Last Supper (John 15:1–11) when he used the image of the
vine and the branches. They remind us that we are all connected, and that God’s life flows through
all of us. Although we disagree about some things, all Christians believe that Jesus came to teach us
about God’s love. Jesus taught that if we follow his example and remain in God’s love, we can “bear
fruit,” that is, do wonderful things for those in need. After Jesus spoke of the vine and branches,
he prayed that “all may be one” (John 17:21). That is our prayer too during this week dedicated to
Christian unity.
On Friday of this week, January 22, we pray for the most vulnerable branches on Jesus’ vine—
babies who are not yet born. Their lives are connected with our lives. We abide in God’s love when
we honor and respect life in all its stages.

On the branches of this vine, enter the names of
all those who are connected to Jesus the Vine, and to
you, through God’s love. Begin with people closest to
you but don’t forget to include people who might live
in different parts of the world or worship in different
churches. Put your name on a branch that has fruit.
Then pray using words similar to those of Jesus:
“I pray that we all may be one.”

Andrew and his brother, Simon, went to see Jesus.
Jesus told Simon he would be called by a different name.
Write the first letter of each picture to spell it out.
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January 24, 2021
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
God had a message for Jonah to tell.
Read the sentences.
Then unscramble the last word in each
to find out what happened.
(If you need help, read Jonah 3:1–5, 10.)

“Come after me.”

Mark 1:17

I WILL MAKE YOU . . .

Jesus lived in a land where many people made their living by fishing. The first people Jesus called
to follow him were two sets of brothers who were fishermen: Simon (Peter) and Andrew, and James
and John. Jesus said, “Come . . . I will make you fishers of men” (Mark 1:17). What did he mean?
Perhaps he meant that no matter who they were or what they did, they could use their skills, their
thoughts, their strengths to invite others to become followers of Jesus.
Even today, Jesus continues to call people to follow him. We are not all fishermen, but we are also
called to use our unique skills. Each person contributes in a different way to building up the body of
Christ. Think of modern-day Christians you know who have been called to be followers of Christ.
Write their name, their occupation, and what Jesus might have said to them when he invited them
to follow him. A few are done for you. Be creative. Then, say a prayer for everyone you know who
lives their life trying to follow Jesus.

Name

Occupation

Invitation

John

Nurse

Come, I will make you a healer of my people
who suffer.

Julie

Teacher

Come, I will make you a teacher of my
stories.

Mary

Carpenter

Come, I will make you a builder of homes
for my people.

Jesus wanted Simon, Andrew, James, and John to follow him.
And they did! Cross out all the letters a, y, and z below.
Then write the letters that are left
in order onto the line on the boat.
This will spell what these four men were.
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January 31, 2021
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
God gave Moses a message for the people.
Part of what the Lord said
is written below, but it is incorrect.
To make it right, draw a line through each boxed word
and write the correct rhyming word above it.
If you need help, read Deuteronomy 18:18 in your Bible.

On the sabbath Jesus entered the synagogue and taught.
Mark 1:21

TEACHING WITH AUTHORITY
Today’s Gospel tells us that on the Sabbath Jesus came to the synagogue at Capernaum
and taught. His was a “new teaching with authority” (Mark 1:27). People could trust Jesus’
teaching and his words could change their lives. Jesus not only spoke the words, he also
lived the life demonstrated by those words. Those gathered in the synagogue were faithful
people who believed in God and came together to worship. Yet it was important that they
continue to learn more about their faith and about God. The same is true for us today.
This past week we celebrated the feasts of several saints who were known as outstanding
teachers: St. Angela Merici (January 27), St. Thomas Aquinas (January 28) and today,
St. John Bosco. You can research how these holy people taught others about
God’s love.
Their great tradition continues
today with the teachers in Catholic
schools and religious education
programs. We are blessed to have
such good examples of people who
by their words and actions can help
us learn more about God. They help
your parents, your first teachers,
in their job of teaching you how to
become better Christians.
Write a thank-you note to your
teacher or catechist. Mention one
particular or special thing they taught
you that made you a better person. Give
the note to your teacher or catechist the
next time you see them in class. Say a
prayer asking God to bless them and
inspire them to be a great teacher to all
the children in their care.

When he was in Capernaum,
Jesus would teach in the synagogue on the Sabbath.
But how will he get there?
Trace the line that leads Jesus to the synagogue.
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