December 6, 2020
Second Sunday of Advent
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Start at the top and write “JOHN THE BAPTIST”
Start at the top and write “JOHN THE BAPTIST”
into the blank circles. When you’re finished,
into the blank circles. When you’re finished,
you’ll find what John ate and what he wore in the desert.

you’ll find what John ate and what he wore in the desert.

In his arms he gathers the lambs.
Isaiah 40:11

“JOLLY OLD ST.NICHOLAS”
The season of Advent is filled with feasts and memorials that help
us prepare for the celebration of Christmas. This week is a good
example.
Today we remember St. Nicholas, a model for our season of gift-giving.
St. Nicholas was a bishop in Myra, the modern-day country of Turkey.
The bishop was known for his generosity and for giving many of his gifts
in secret. We might think of him as the first “Secret Santa.” This week,
think about giving a secret gift to someone in your family or
to a good friend. This could mean buying something or doing
one of their chores or performing some other kindness. Enjoy
observing how they appreciate the gift even without knowing
the giver. Christmas candy canes are symbols of the bishop’s staff that Nicholas carried as
a sign of his office. Enjoy one today!
On Tuesday, December 8, we celebrate the feast of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. We make many preparations for our celebration of Christmas. God
prepared Mary for her great mission of giving birth to Jesus. She was free from sin from
the first moment of her existence in her mother’s womb. We gather for Mass on this
day to honor her. Mary, the Immaculate Conception is the patron of the United States.
The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington D.C. is
dedicated to her. Take a virtual tour on Tuesday at https://www.nationalshrine.org. Invite
your family to pray the Hail Mary together in honor of this feast.
On Saturday, December 12, we honor Mary as Our Lady of
Guadalupe. She is the patron of both South and North
America. The rose is the symbol of Our Lady.
You can draw a paper rose. Write a special
action gift on it, perhaps helping a sibling
with one of their chores or suggesting a fun
activity for everyone in your family.

As we wait for Jesus' return,
we want to serve him the best we can!
Finish writing the word servant inside the hearts
to see what we can do!
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December 13, 2020
The prophet Isaiah says,
TheSunday
prophet Isaiah
says,
Third
of Advent
“In my God is the joy of my soul” (Isaiah 61:10b).

“In my God is the joy of my soul” (Isaiah 61:10b).
The boxes below name some things
The boxes below name some things
that offer us temporary happiness.
that offer us temporary happiness.
Darken the boxes completely with black crayon or marker.
Darken the boxes completely with black crayon or marker.
Then connect the dots and you will see a symbol
Then connect the dots and you will see a symbol
that points to the real source of lasting joy!
that points to the real source of lasting joy!

Like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem,
like a bride bedecked with her jewels.

Isaiah 61:10

REJOICE ALWAYS!
The Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is Latin for “rejoice,” the
opening word of Paul’s letter today (1 Thessalonians 5:16). We have many reasons to rejoice
in this holy season. We hear one reason in today’s Gospel
(John 1:7–9), in which John the Baptist states that he
has come to “testify to the light.” He is speaking about
Jesus. When someone testifies, they promise to say
what is true. When we say, “Jesus is the Light”
we believe it to be true.
During the season of Advent, when we look
at streets and stores or the decorations on
and in our houses, we see lights everywhere!
They remind us of Jesus, our Light, who
came to dispel the darkness. Some examples
of darkness in our world might be that some
people don’t have jobs or homes or enough
food. Perhaps someone in our own family is
sick. It might be some bad habit or meanness
in ourselves. How do we, as followers of Jesus
the Light, bring light to those dark places?
Inside each of these sources of light, write one kind of darkness and
how it can be overcome by us, we who testify to and carry Jesus’ light
to the world today. One example might be “People are hungry. I can
donate to a food pantry.”

Write the letters on the folded hands
in correct number order.
They will spell what Paul told the Christians
in Thessalonica to keep doing.
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December 20, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Advent
The words below are from an important prayer
The words below are from an important prayer
found in the first chapter of Luke’s Gospel.
found in the first chapter of Luke’s Gospel.
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“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.”
Luke 1:28

HAIL, FULL OF GRACE!
In today’s Gospel (Luke 1:26–38) we hear about the Archangel Gabriel coming to Mary with
great news: “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” You probably recognize this greeting as
the first words of the Hail Mary.
Soon after the angel left Mary, she went to visit her cousin Elizabeth, who greeted her by
saying, “[B]lessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb” (Luke 1:42).
These familiar words complete the first part of the Hail Mary.
In the five days remaining
before Christmas try to say a
Hail Mary every night before
you go to bed. Each time you
do, the next morning, decorate
one of the angel outlines on this
page and hang it on your tree or
somewhere in your house. It will
be a reminder of how Mary’s yes
to God helped bring Jesus into
the world. Each time you answer
yes to what God asks of you, you
continue to bring Jesus to those
who need him in our world

today.

An angel named Gabriel told Mary she would have a baby.
This baby would be God’s own Son!
In the side bar, there are several shapes.
Find each one in the picture.
When you find one, mark it with an

X.
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December 25, 2020
Christmas
Psalm 98 says,
“Sing praise to the LORD with the harp” (Psalm 98:5a).
That sounds like the perfect way to give thanks
that God’s Son, Jesus, was sent to be our savior!
Look up, down, across, and diagonally to find and circle the
names of these other instruments that can be used to praise
God with music, too.

And the glory of the Lord shone around them. Luke 2:9

THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS
Did you ever wish your birthday celebration could last for a whole week? The
Church does just that, celebrating Christmas, the birth of Jesus, for an Octave. An
octave is a period of eight days, beginning on the feast itself and ending one week
later. The number eight represents perfection because it completes an entire cycle of
days. The first day of the Christmas Octave is December 25 and the last is January 1.
Both of these days are called solemnities, the highest order of feasts in the liturgical
calendar.
Christmas celebrates such a great event that we can’t fully realize its wonder in just
one day, so the Church suggests that we continue to celebrate it for the next seven
days. Each of these feasts is like a “little Christmas.” Keep Christmas alive as you
celebrate these special feasts and mark them with a different Christmas-like activity
for each day.
• Dec. 26: Feast of St. Stephen, the first martyr. A martyr is a witness. Stephen
was one of the first deacons chosen by the apostles to help serve the poor. It is
traditional on this day to contribute a gift to the poor.
• Dec. 27: Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Celebrate with
a special dinner. Share how each family member is a gift to you.
• Dec. 28: Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs. These children lost their lives
as Herod searched for the baby Jesus. Say a prayer for all innocent people around
the world who suffer unjustly.
• Dec. 29: Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord. St. John the
Evangelist spoke of Jesus as the light. At dinner tonight, before you say grace, light
five candles to celebrate Jesus, the Light of the world.
• Dec 30: Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord. Try to
perform six acts of kindness today.
• Dec 31: Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord. Pray a
short prayer seven times today for people who are sick or in trouble.
• Jan. 1: Octave of Christmas: Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God.
We honor Mary as the mother of Jesus by attending Mass today. Think of different
ways that you can follow Mary’s example. What a wonderful way to begin the New
Year!

Let’s celebrate Christmas!
Draw Baby Jesus in the manger.
Then cut out the large square
and follow the steps to make it into a card.
Sign your name and place it where it can be a reminder
of what this holiday is all about!
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December 27, 2020
The Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
As children of God,
As children of God,
we want people to see certain traits in us.
we want people to see certain traits in us.
Some of the qualities we should
Some of the qualities we should
strive to practice are listed here.
strive to practice are listed here.
Work to fit them in the crossword.
Work to fit them in the crossword.
Some letters have been written in to help you.
Some letters have been written in to help you.

The child grew
and became strong,
filled with wisdom.
Luke 2:40

HOLY FAMILIES
Today we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. We also pause to
think about our own holy family, however many people that includes. An old saying describes a
family as “those who eat together.” This means that everyone who gathers around your table every
day can be considered part of your family. But family can include other people, too. Relatives
who visit for celebration dinners or good friends who share a meal with you extend the number
of people you consider to be family.
Think about the people who “eat together” at Mass when we share the Eucharist. These are
the people of our Catholic Christian family. Together we share a meal that gives us the strength
to lead a life like that of Jesus. It blesses all who gather around the Lord’s table and makes us all
God’s family.
Perhaps your family can share a virtual meal. If you can arrange it ahead of time, at dinner
tonight, use social media to connect with other members of your family or friends while you are all
eating. Drink a toast to your “family.” Share conversation with those who are far away. Their love
and support nourish your spirit while the food you eat nourishes your body. Say grace together
before you begin to eat. Ask for a blessing not only on the food you eat but on all those who share
a meal with you.

Bless us, O Lord,
and these thy gifts,
which we receive from thy bounty,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gospels tell us that Mary and Joseph
took Jesus home to the town of Nazareth,
where he grew and became strong and wise.
Circle all the living things below that can grow!
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