March 7, 2021
Third Sunday of Lent
God gave Moses commandments for us to follow.
Solve the math problems to find how many there are.

God delivered all these commandments.
Exodus 20:1

YOU WILL BE WITH ME IN PARADISE
On this Third Sunday of Lent we look at the papal cross. It is unusual
because it has two upper bars or arms. Perhaps the three arms represent
the Trinity. Perhaps the two extra arms remind us of the two men crucified
with Jesus. A cross is a symbol and a symbol can have different meanings
for different people.
Our prayer this week can be united
with the prayer of the pope. Each
month the pope prays for a particular
intention. You can find out his intention
for the month of March by checking
the internet. Each day the pope prays
for something specific. Even without
knowing exactly what it is we can join
with the pope by praying the Our Father,
a Hail Mary, and a Glory Be. Before
we begin, we can offer these prayers
in union with the prayers of the Holy
Father for that day.
One of the criminals crucified with
Jesus asked for his forgiveness. Jesus promised that he would be with Jesus
in paradise. This week we can fast from sin. When we choose to do or say or
think something that we know is wrong, we call that choice a sin. Think of a
particular bad habit, word, thought, or action that you would like overcome.
Each time you are tempted to do, say, or think it, ask Jesus to help you not
to give in to temptation.
The Office of Papal Charities in Rome offers assistance to the poorest and
those most in need around the world in the name of the Holy Father. You
can make a contribution to this office or to a local charity. Your almsgiving
can be local or global in union with the Pope.

Psalm 25:15 says,
“My eyes are ever upon the LORD.”
That means we should follow and look to God for help.
To remind you of this, write your name on the blank.
Color the eyes the same as yours.
Color the rest of the certificate.
Cut it out and hang it up.
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March 14, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Paul's letter to the Ephesians (2:10) tells us what we are.
Color only the capital letters in the quilt to find out.

He has ... charged me to
build him a house in Jerusalem.
2 Chronicles 36:23

CHRIST WITHIN ME
This week we will look at the Celtic cross, This cross is often seen as a symbol of
Irish spirituality. The circle in the center represents eternity.
The Celtic cross can be a reminder that on Wednesday, March 17, the Church
celebrates the feast of St. Patrick. Patrick brought Christianity to Ireland in the fifth
century. As he prepared to preach and baptize, he often prayed the prayer known
today as St. Patrick’s Breastplate. (A breastplate was the piece of armor that covered
the heart.) The prayer gave Patrick the strength and courage to speak God’s word.
St. Patrick’s Breastplate is a good prayer
for us during Lent. It reminds us that Jesus
Christ is with us, in us, and around us—
and also in everyone we meet.
Christ with me, Christ before me,
Christ behind me, Christ in me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left.
Christ in the mouth of everyone
who speaks to me.
Christ in the heart of everyone who
thinks of me.
Christ in every eye that sees me.
Christ in every ear that hears me.
Fast from unkind thoughts and words.
Make an effort every day to use your thoughts, your words, your eyes, your ears to
bring joy to others.
We have learned about a few different types of crosses. Count all of the different
crosses in your home. Be sure to include the ones that hang in your rooms and those
on your rosaries. Perhaps you have a necklace with a cross. Decide on an amount
of money that you will donate for each cross you have. Each one represents love
and sacrifice. Your almsgiving will show your love and sacrifice for those in need.

This scripture verse tells us what a great gift God
has given to us, and why it was given.
Perhaps you have seen it on billboards
or even homemade signs.
Find it in your Bible and mark the lists below
to tell where it is written.
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March 21, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Lent
In John 12:26 the Lord says,
“Whoever serves me must follow me.”
Look at the willing servants below.
Find and circle the one who is different from the others.

Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
it remains just a grain of wheat.
John 12:24

THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE
This image for the Fifth Week of Lent is called the Calvary cross. The
three steps at the bottom symbolize the virtues of faith, hope, and love.
St. Paul writes, “Faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest
of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13). This cross reminds us of Jesus’
great love for us. It is the core
symbol of our faith. It is the
promise and hope that one day
we will conquer death and be
with God forever.
This week we can pray the
Act of Love. “O my God, I love
you above all things, with my
whole heart and soul, because
you are all good and worthy
of all love. I love my neighbor
as myself for the love of you.
I forgive all who have injured
me, and I ask pardon of all
whom I have injured.” (You can
also find the Act of Faith and
the Act of Hope in your prayer
book or on line.)
Make an extra contribution to your parish for this week’s almsgiving.
The parish is your family’s source of support for living out these three
virtues. Or you can contribute to Catholic Charities. (Charity is another
word for love.) This organization gives many people hope.
Fast from a favorite food or drink. Write or think about what you miss
about enjoying these. Offer it up as a sign of your willingness to suffer,
even in a little way, as Jesus did.

Jesus said that when a grain of wheat
falls into the ground and dies, it produces fruit.
In the same way, we need to surrender our lives to Jesus.
Then he can help us do wonderful things for God!
Find out which seed will be planted into the soil
and grow to become wheat.
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March 28, 2021
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Have you heard about Jesus’ famous ride into Jerusalem?
You can read about it in your Bible at Mark 11:1–10.
Match the parts of this story to their correct pictures.
Then label the pictures 1 to 4 in the circles to show the order
in which these events happened.

“Take it; this is my body.”

Mark 14:22

HOSANNA!
Today is Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, the last Sunday of Lent and the
beginning of Holy Week. We hear the first Gospel (Mark 11:1–10) during the entrance
rite that proclaims Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. People hailed his coming
as the Messiah by waving palm branches. The second Gospel (Mark 14:1 — 15:47)
tells the story of Jesus’ suffering and death. The Passion cross symbolizes that second
story. The pointed ends of the bars of
the cross remind us of the nails that
pierced Jesus’ hands and feet.
Our best prayer this Holy Week
is to join with Christians around the
world celebrating the Triduum (Latin
for “three days”): Holy Thursday,
Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil.
They are the three holiest days of the
liturgical year. Your family can choose
to attend one or all of these beautiful
services.
During the days of Triduum consider
fasting in the traditional sense. Talk
to your family about eating very small
meals and nothing in between meals.
You will probably feel hungry. Try
to think of people who feel hunger
every day because they are poor or live in war-torn countries or places where food is
scarce. Think about the hunger you feel and consider how you can help those who are
always hungry.
We have done various types of almsgiving throughout Lent. People’s needs do
not end with Easter. During the days of Triduum, discuss with your family how you
can continue to donate to an organization of your choice. Perhaps you can make a
commitment to do so until Lent begins next year. Keep a diary of how you contribute
and some reflections about how your love for and care of those in need grows in the
coming months.

When people learned that Jesus was
coming to Jerusalem they were excited!
They waved palm branches and shouted “Hosanna!”
Color the big palm branches dark green.
Color the little palm branches light green.
Count how many branches in all.
Write that number inside the girl's speech bubble.

GIA Publications, Inc. • 800.442.1358 • Year B • Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord • 03-28-21

Scripture excerpts are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition copyright © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. No part of the New American
Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

