May 2, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Let’s not just talk about love;
let’s show it by the things we do!
Use each set of letters once
to fill in the blanks inside the lips.
When you’re done, you’ll have a popular saying
to remind you to show love!

I am the vine,
you are the branches.
John 15:5

REMAIN IN ME
All the words of Jesus that we read in the Bible are important, but when a word is repeated it is
especially significant. In today’s parable of the vine and branches Jesus uses one word many times,
so we should think about it carefully. Read the Gospel for this Sunday (John 15:1–8) and see if you
can identify that word.
How many times did you hear or read the word remain? It means “to stay.” In order to stay in
a place, you must already be there. Where does Jesus want us to remain? He wants us to remain
with him. We are to remain close to Jesus so we’ll be close God. At our baptism we become part
of God’s family. The priest or deacon who baptized you reminded your parents and godparents to
help you stay close to God all of your life.
There are many different ways to do that. Use these letters to think of things you can do and say
that can help you remain a “branch” connected and close to Jesus the Vine. One is done for you.
When you are finished with these words, think of other ways you can remain in Jesus and let Jesus
remain in you.
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Together, vines and branches grow sweet, juicy grapes.
If we stay close to Jesus,
good things will grow around us, too!
Look carefully at the grape cluster below.
Find and color the hidden heart, pair of glasses,
number eight, bird's head, and orange slice.
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May 9, 2021
Sixth Sunday of Easter
In today’s Gospel (John 15:15), Jesus explains that
he no longer calls the disciples “slaves”—
those who don’t know what the master is doing.
Use this phone to find out what Jesus called them instead!

“I have called you friends.”
John 15:15

LOVE ONE ANOTHER
In today’s Gospel (John 15:9–17) Jesus
commands his disciples, “Love one another as I
love you.”
How do we know about the love of Jesus? We know that
he loves us because he tells us so in the Gospels, and we
can trust Jesus’ words. We also know this because
the people around us who show us their love
reflect Jesus’ love. On this Mother’s Day, we honor
mothers, stepmothers, aunts, and grandmothers
for their loving ways. We are reminded to show
our love for them every day because that is what
they do for us.
Many other people show us their love in different ways. When we experience the love of
other people, we can imagine how much Jesus loves us. Who are the people who love you?
How do they show that love? On this list write the names of people who love you and the
actions that demonstrate that love. Then make another list of people whom you love and the
ways you show your love for them.
People Who Love Me

How They Show Their Love

							

						

							

						

							

						

							

						

							

						

Jesus wants us to love one another!
Hearts are a symbol of love. Look at the hearts below.
Cross out the one heart in each group that is different.
At the very bottom write the names
of people you love onto the lines.
Make sure you tell them “I love you” soon.
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May 16, 2021
Ascension of the Lord
Before ascending into heaven, Jesus instructed his disciples,
"Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel
to every creature" (Mark 16:15).
Look at all the letters in this house.
Search in all directions, including forward and backward,
to discover and circle ten places
you can spread the gospel in your corner of the world!

A cloud took him from their sight.
Acts 1:9

GO OUT INTO THE WHOLE WORLD
On the feast of the Ascension we hear Jesus command his disciples, “Go into the
whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). Think about what
“every creature” means. We know that it means, in part, that we must tell every person
we know about Jesus. But there are more ways of proclaiming the gospel. We tell what
we believe by the way we live, by how we treat and care for animals, and how we protect
the earth so that it can be a good home for all people.
Jesus gave this command to his disciples to make them his apostles. An apostle is a
messenger, someone sent out to deliver a message. You might not know all the Twelve
Apostles but you probably know some of them. See if you can match the names of these
Apostles with their description. They were all very different people, but each one in his
own way did the work of spreading the gospel of Jesus.
_____ Andrew
A. I was picked to lead the group of followers after Jesus returned to God.
		 I am called the first pope.
_____ John
B. I was a tax collector whom people hated. When Jesus called me to
		 follow him, I changed my life and spread the gospel.
_____ Matthew C. I am sometimes known as the apostle whom Jesus loved. I stayed with
		 Jesus at the foot of the cross and took care of his mother after he died.
_____ Peter
D. I was a doubter. I said I would not believe that Jesus rose from the dead
		 until I could touch his wounds.
_____ Thomas
E. Peter was my brother. We were fishermen. We were the first ones Jesus
		 called to follow him and we became “fishers of men.”

We are reminded in today’s Gospel that now Jesus’ command comes to us. We are
the ones who must be apostles and go out into the whole world. How can you fulfill this
command in your part of the world?

Paul uses a certain number several times in his letter
to the Ephesians (4:4–6).
That number is hidden in each picture
that goes with the word below it.
When you find each number, color it a dark color.
Then read the phrases that tell what Paul says we all have.
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May 23, 2021
Pentecost
Do you know what the fruits of the Holy Spirit are?
Some are listed below.
Cross out the words that don’t belong here.

When the doors were locked ... Jesus came and stood in their midst.
John 20:19

FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

Today is the great feast of Pentecost. When Jesus ascended into heaven he did not leave us
alone, but promised to send the Holy Spirit to be with us always. Two symbols that represent
the Spirit are fire and wind (see Acts 2:1–3). In honor of Pentecost try making a mobile that
combines the two.
In these flame and wind images, write some of the gifts we receive from the Holy Spirit. The
Church officially names seven: wisdom, understanding, courage (or fortitude), right judgment (or
counsel), knowledge, piety (or reverence), and fear of the Lord (wonder and awe). Write one of
these gifts inside each image. You can also trace more images and add words of your own that
describe the Holy Spirit.
Gather two small branches or any straight sticks and cross them in the middle. Wrap yarn or
twine around the middle to keep them together. Cut strings of different lengths to attach to the
images and create a mobile. Attach one end of the yarn to a hole in the image and the other
end to some part of the twigs or sticks. Hang it near a window and watch as the wind moves
the mobile. It might remind you of God’s Holy Spirit, whom you can’t see but who moves us to
use our gifts, sometimes as a gentle breeze and sometimes as a strong wind. When you feel the
wind, you can remember Jesus’ promise to send us the Spirit to be with us always.

While the disciples were together
they heard a strong wind and saw fire.
When the flames came close to them,
they were filled with God’s Holy Spirit!
Use the code to color the picture below.
Then cut it out and cut on the dashed lines.
Blow on the tabs so they look like moving flames.
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May 30, 2021
The Most Holy Trinity
The writer of Psalm 33 says
the Lord “is our help and our shield” (Psalm 33:20b).
Think of the times God has helped and protected your family.
Decorate the shield at the left so it looks like the one on the right.
Or make up your own design!

“Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”

Matthew 28:19

MOST BLESSED AMONG WOMEN
Today is the feast of the Most Holy
Trinity, who is God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit. The Trinity reminds
us of the many ways God is present and
acting in our lives. God is our Creator, our
Redeemer, and our Sanctifier.
Tomorrow we celebrate the Visitation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a feast of two
relatives who loved and cared for each
other—Mary and her cousin Elizabeth. The
Trinity was present in their lives in a special
way. Read the Gospel story about this visit
(Luke 1:26–27, 36–45, 56) When you have
finished reading, number the events listed
below in the correct order.
_____ Elizabeth called Mary “Most blessed among women.”
_____ Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months before she returned home.
_____ Mary traveled to a town in Judah where Elizabeth lived.
_____ Mary greeted Elizabeth.
_____ The angel tells Mary that Elizabeth is going to have a baby.
_____ When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting the baby inside her leaped for joy.
_____ Mary entered the house of Zechariah, where Elizabeth lived with her husband.
_____ Mary praised and thanked God with the prayer called the Magnificat.
Think of a relative you might like to visit. If you can’t actually visit, have a video visit, make a
phone call, or send an email. Tell them how much you enjoy being part of their family. “Greet”
them by telling them one special thing they bring to your life that gives you joy.

Jesus told his followers to
“make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19b).
He wanted the whole world to know
that he had died and risen to save them!
Find and color the letters that spell "disciple."
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