We, the family of St. Angela Merici Catholic Church, welcome all to our parish of spiritfilled worship. We celebrate our love for Jesus and our diversity through faith formation,
evangelization, and service.
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In Residence
Celebration of the Eucharist
Monday-Friday
8:00 am & 6:00 pm
Saturday
8:00 am & 5:00 pm Vigil,
Sunday
7:45 am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am
12:45 Spanish,
5:00 pm
Adoration Chapel
Monday-Saturday
9:00 am - 12:00 midnight
Sacrament of
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Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 pm
Or by Appointment
Office Hours
Monday - Friday
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Monday - Thursday
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday
8:30 am - 12:00 Noon

Reflection
It seems peculiar to us while we are yet celebrating the birth of our savior
with the nativity scene and baby Jesus still present, we are also presented
with this Sunday’s reading about a mature Jesus in the Jordan river preparing
to be baptized. The question coming to mind is, why did Jesus want to
be baptized if the baptism of John was a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins? Jesus has no sin, not even original sin. Could it be
he wants to give an example of humility? Or raise John’s baptism to a higher level? Or was his
baptism an inauguration of his messianic mission as described in the first reading? Or maybe he
wanted to show solidarity with sinners? It is difficult for us to make sense as to why Jesus wanted
to be baptized. So instead, we should contemplate what Jesus’ baptism means to us.
If God, whose power adorns the face of heaven and earth, chose the Virgin Mary to give birth
to his Son, Jesus, in the form and frailty of our flesh, as a vulnerable and defenseless baby; why
not, when Jesus started the mission to call for all sinners to repent, identify himself with us again,
as a sinner. Perhaps if we know the story of Saint Damien De Veuster, a Belgian priest who asked
to be allowed to minister to the leper colony on the remote island of Molokai in Hawaii, we might
understand more why Jesus was baptized in order to identify with us, so we might be closer to
him and believe in him.
In 1873, when, then Father Damien received permission to minister to the lepers on the isolated
island, he had to maintain a certain distance from them as protection from contracting the
disease. He soon realized, though, he had to live among the lepers in order to gain their trust.
As a result, he contracted leprosy himself. The reaction of the lepers was immediate and
wholehearted, when they embraced him and took him to their hearts. Father Damien became
one of them and there was no need in keeping his distance anymore. The lepers now had
someone who could talk with authority about leprosy, about brokenness, about rejection and
public shame. The devastating effects of leprosy also mimics how our sins make us feel: broken,
rejected, and shamed.
Jesus’ baptism was a symbolic act. He wanted to show solidarity with the people he had come
to help. For this reason, it was important he was baptized, and baptized publicly. In this way,
he was identifying with sinners. When he stepped into the waters of the Jordan, he was in effect
saying to them, “I am on your side.” Jesus did not stand apart or put himself above the sinners he
came to save. He placed himself among them. He joined them where they were.
The coming of the Spirit was a confirmation of the identity of Jesus, the messiah as indicated
by John. Like Jesus, our baptism also has a purpose when the Holy Spirit comes down on us
during our Confirmation. The purpose is to be converted and call others to do the same. We are
baptized to carry this ID card to enter the church ministry to do God’s work. If we are baptized
and do not do our job, it is like those who carry a work ID but once sitting at their corresponding
cubicle, they carry on an idle chat and do not fulfill what they are paid to do.
The feast of the Lord’s baptism is a wakeup call to all of us, and a reminder it is never too late
to change. It is never too late to recognize the gifts of the Spirit showered upon us and to start
taking our responsibility to spread the Good News as Christ taught us and as the Holy Spirit
presented to us with our baptismal ID card.
Father Francis

Parish
Sam’s Coffee Bar

Contact
more info.

Join us Sunday mornings for a
cup of coffee with friends. We
are looking for a few friendly
faces to help serve your fellow
parishioners at the coffee bar.
Ray Schumaker (714) 264-2021 for

Join Altar Serving
We are looking for students in the 5th to
8th grade. As a part of this ministry, children
have the opportunity to serve at the Lord’s
Table with the priests and deacons of our
parish. Personalized training is provided. Once
a server, scheduling is customized on server’s
availability. This ministry shows our children even
at a young age, they can make a difference in
our parish community. For questions, please
contact Amy Hinz (562) 253-8901 or
stangelaaltarservers@gmail.com.

Ministry to the
Sick & Homebound
Our Ministry to the Sick and
Homebound consists of a
team of Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist and
we need people to help. St.
Angela’s EM’s bring Christ’s
Eucharistic presence to over
100 of our sick and homebound parishioners in
6 nearby care facilities and in their homes
weekly.
We bring our own as well as Jesus’ love,
compassion, commitment, and presence to
others in their times of need. You too can help
with a commitment of as little as 2 hours a
month.
Step out of your comfort zone and into the
sacred work of Christ.
Join the Sick and
Homebound ministry and affirm the Church’s
social teaching that whatever you do for the
least of your brothers and sisters, you do unto
Jesus. Contact Frank Waclawik, at (714) 8150656, for more information or to sign up for
training. Come say YES!

SOMETHING NEW IN US
Men’s Weekend Retreat
The question then is this, can
we see it? Our challenge is
to be open, ready to listen,
ready to surrender to God’s
love, God’s spirit at work
within us. God works in the
most unexpected ways. We must be watchful
and attentive to these new ways, those
new things God is doing in our lives, and
to follow them. Join us in exploring how God
is working within us. Please register at
https://materdolorosa.org/weekend-retreatsign-up/. Make sure to select the Men's
Weekend Retreat February 28 through March 1.
The cost is $250 with a $50 deposit at
registration. Space is limited. For additional
info, please contact Brian Prieto at (714)4933594, Prietochiro@earthlink.net or George Ullrich
at (714)267-6132 or George@UllrichLLC.com.

Altar Care
Looking for a way to help your parish? Consider
joining the Altar Care Ministry. We need men
and women who are willing to spend a
little time once a month to dust and do light
cleaning of our church. For further information
or questions call Carolyn (714) 267-2090 or
Gloria (714) 879-0639. Please leave a message
if there’s no answer. Hope to hear from you
soon.

Lost & Found
Have you forgotten something at church? We
might have it! Come to the office to ask if your
items have been turned in. Please check the
bulletin for the office hours.

Morning Pals
Join us for morning PALS
on Tuesday, January 14
our speaker will be John
Gremer speaking on
”Unleashing the Holy
Spirit.”
On
Tuesday,
January 21 and 28, we
will continue our discussion on the Holy Spirit.
We hope to see you there.

Thank You!!
A Big Thank you to all who helped with our
Advent and Christmas Liturgy's!
God is good all the time....and the fullness of God's goodness was born unto
us this Christmas in the birth of Jesus Christ, God's only begotten Son. I've
heard from so many people how much they truly appreciated the church
environment and events we celebrated here during this Christmas season. So
many inspiring and moving experiences! Each of which takes a team of
volunteers to make it all come together. It couldn't have been done without
our Environment Team, which is headed up by Irma Gonzales, and helpers:
Dinora, Nacho, Miguel, and Jesus. They dressed up the interior of the Church
and Hall in grandeur befitting a King. Dcn. Mike Shaffer and our Liturgy
Planning Committee put together inspiring scripts for all the liturgies;
Sue de Grasse wonderfully organized all of our musicians and singers.
Steve Allevato arranged our Eucharistic ministers and lectors, Ron Sled and
our sound tech's worked magic on the A/V. Our sacristan's and altar society
members took care of all the behind the scene details. The Knights of
Columbus helped out everywhere there was a need, from ushers to parking.
Our school did such a beautiful job with the performances and the School
Family Mass at 4:00pm Christmas evening.... Great job Mrs. Tapia, Mrs.
Halliday, Miss Nina, and SAM school kids....and Santa. Ellie and Gloria
prepared the way for Jesus' birth by organizing over 32,000 Acts of Kindness.
Our PALS gals and ushers handed out over 3,000 copies of Matthew Kelly's
book. The Le Van family and 11:15 singers, Nancy Peralta and our Singers,
Javier Garcia and the Spanish choir, the Youth Ministry Mass band, Ray and
our coffee bar friends, Rodger Huber (my right hand man), Fr Francis,
Dcn. Ben, Fr. Dan, Fr. Bruce, Cole Buson...the list goes on and on. None of our
Christmas celebrations could be done without such a great TEAM. Most
importantly Thank you SAM family and visitors, without you our celebrations
would be empty and meaningless. Thank you all very much! Awesome job!
Praise the Lord, Jesus is born! Fr. Dave

Come! Rediscover the Saints!
Bring your “gift” and join us as we dive into the saints
who encourage us to explore all our God-given
potential, not with speeches but with the example of
their lives. *
Didn’t receive a book? No problem, we will have FREE
copies available to all.
DATES: January 15 – February 12, 2020 (Wednesdays)
TIME: 6:45PM Refreshments
7:00-8:30PM Rediscover the Saints
PLACE: St. Angela Merici, Olson Hall
For more information please contact: Andrea Draper @ 714/529-1821 ext 136
OR amd.stangela@gmail.com.
(*excerpt from back cover)

Do you know what and why
The Church teaches about
the Blessed Virgin Mary?
Join us for our second talk focused on
Mary. We will cover the key Marian
dogmas of the Catholic faith as well as
some beautiful texts in the Old and New
Testaments explaining her role in salvation
history. The talks will be led by Christopher
Pagel with time for Q&A, so bring your
Bibles!
Christopher Pagel is a Catholic husband and father who serves as the
leader for Emmaus Bible Studies at St. John Henry Newman Parish in
Irvine. An Orange County resident his whole life, Christopher is a convert
to the Catholic faith who is fueled by his passion for Christ and the
beautiful, unchanging teachings of the Catholic Church. Christopher
and his wife Ashley have four children, Grace (7), Clare (4) and Joshua
(22 months) and Lucy (born on December 28).
Join us for the next session on Monday, January 13, beginning with
hospitality at 6:30PM in the hall and presentation in the church at 7:00 to
8:30PM.

*Successive PEW surveys have shown that religion is on a steep decline.
Our youth is particularly hard hit. In 2016, those aged 18-29 selected
“none” as their affiliation 39% of the time (hence the nickname
“nones”.) This is up from 23% in 2006. This will grow to 50% by 2023 if left
unabated.

*Credible Catholic (CC) is NOT just another provider of Catholic

content. Credible Catholic is a force designed to stem the atrophy from
within our Church and theism in general. Credible Catholic marks the
return of apologetics in our education channels (as preferred by our
Bishops).
Interested in finding out more? Credible Catholic is 7 essential modules
developed by Fr. Robert J. Spitzer, S. J., Ph.D. (EWTN Fr. Spitzer’s
Universe) to help us understand more clearly that faith and science do
not collide but are compatible with each other.
(*taken from CredibleCatholic.com)

Coming in 2020! Keep your eye on the bulletin!

Faith Formation
Adult Faith Formation
Are you thinking about becoming Catholic or finishing
your sacraments? Have questions about the Catholic
Church? Maybe you are looking to enrich and
deepen your faith.
RCIA is for ALL adults seeking full initiation into the Catholic Church and those wanting to
know more about their faith.
All of us are on a continuous journey and RCIA is one road that will help enrich our
knowledge and deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ and one another. Why not
check it out?
Join us! For more information, please contact Andrea Draper at (714) 529-1821 ext. 136 OR
amd.stangela@gmail.com.

First Youth Night of 2020!
Start the year off with Faith, Fun, and
Fellowship! Join us in Blessed Pier Room
(youth room) on Thursday, January 16 at 7
pm! All High School Teens are WELCOME!
Come and meet our new youth ministers,
Natalie and Dave!!!! See you there!

Ignite 678
A safe, fun place for middle school
students to find solid Catholic community,
learn more about their faith, and
experience Jesus in a profound and
personal way. Meets Select Fridays 6:30-8
in Blessed Pier Room. Join us January 10,
24, and/or 31. For more information,
contact SAMIGNITE678@gmail.com.
The next Retreat is coming!!!
February 7-9 keep an eye on your email
with information on “what to bring”, times,
etc.

All high school students are welcome
EVERY Thursday night in the Blessed Pier
room at 7pm! Fellowship and Fun! See you
there!

RCIT
High school students who need Baptism
and/or First Communion, call Shannon at
(714) 529-1821 x115 for more info.

RCIYA
Young adults interested in receiving your
sacraments? Come join us 4 to 4:45 PM
every Sunday, followed by Mass together
at 5 pm. Call Shannon at
(714) 529-1821x115.
Need forms?
Go to stangelaconfirmation.org. If you
have additional questions, please contact
Mike McHenry, Confirmation director,
(714) 529-1821 ext.117

Knights of Columbus

Friday Night with Friends
Is back!
Our holiday break is over; come celebrate
the New Year with your friends and fellow
parishioners at Friday Night with Friends on
January 17, the third Friday of the month.
We’ll be serving from 5:30 to 7:00 PM,
in the Hall. Please join us and enjoy a
delicious fish dinner and a hot or cold
beverage. Try to save some room for
our savory desserts. Senior discounts are
offered. There will be no kid’s movie during
any of the non-Lenten Friday Nights with
Friends. They will resume during Lent.
Your patronage helps
us to support many
needy and worthy
causes; THANK YOU!

Liturgy and Worship
St. Angela Merici Community extends its prayers and
care for the following intentions:
The Sick, Homebound, and those in Skilled Nursing Facilities:
JoAnne Davenport, David Adan, John Schwind, Danielle Higgs, Diane Crvarich,
and Pete Beard.

The Deceased of our Community:
Jesus Lara Serna, Jacqueline Johnson, Doug Lamb, Louis Wong, Tyler Clark, Dan Jackie,
Nancy Morreou, Gisela Haban Herrera, Manuel Lanzarin, David Power,
and Janet Musumecci.
Our Community Eucharist Intentions for the Week
Monday
8:00 AM
6:00 PM
Tuesday
8:00 AM
6:00 PM
Wednesday
8:00 am
6:00 PM
Thursday
8:00 AM
6:00 Pm

01/13
Hilario Dumagan †
Darlene Chavira &
Gloria Peña
01/14
Doris Dinsmore †
Thanksgiving
01/15
Ariosto Justiniani †
Priscilla Tuazon Taba †
01/16
Cathey Kettler †
Jennifer Kuhns †

Friday
8:00 AM
6:00 PM
Saturday
8:00 AM
5:00 PM
Sunday
7:45 AM
9:30 AM
11:15 AM
12:45 PM
5:00 PM

01/17
Deidre Allevato †
Doug Lamb
01/18
Anne Chillemi †
Mary Pat Deuel †
01/19
Katherine Miller †
Joy Marie Licavoli †
Community of St. Angela Merici
Antonio Perez †
Barbara Berger †

Rosary & Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Join us Monday - Saturday, in Church following the 8:00 AM Mass.

Connecting - Welcome!
New? Visiting? Interested?
Are you visiting for the first time? Would you like to know more about the
wonderful ministries and activities at Saint Angela Merici Parish and School?
Please check our Parish and School Website: www.stangelabreachurch.org.
Register!
Are you a Catholic or non-Catholic attending Eucharist at Saint Angela Merici, but have
not registered? Join us!
Why Register?
Saint Angela Merici is a vibrant parish, offering many avenues for ministry. Connecting
with other parishioners for personal as well as community spiritual growth opportunities.
We would love to get to know you and talk about our various activities, groups, and
events at our parish and school. Please pick up a Registration Form by the Baptismal Font
or go online to register at www.stangelabreachurch.org. We look forward to
connecting with you!
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